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Abstract: The middle to upper Miocene tephrostratigraphy was established for the tephra beds intercalated in the Nomura Formation
exposed along the Otonashigawa River in the Tsugawa area, Niigata Prefecture, Japan. Field occurrence, petrographical characteristics
(grain-size distribution, mineral composition, heavy mineral composition and shape of volcanic glass shards) and chemical
composition of volcanic glass shards were systematically described for the 34 tephra beds. Furthermore, a precise numerical age was
calculated for each tephra bed on the basis of detailed diatom biochronology of the Nomura Formation. From 12.0 Ma to 7.5 Ma, four
stages are discriminated based on the frequency of tephra beds. A tendency of upward decrease of K,O content is recognized in the
glass shards in the Nomura Formation.

Keywords : tephra, tephrochronology, diatom, biostratigraphy, Miocene, Neogene, Nomura Formation, Tsugawa, Niigata, Japan
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Fig. 3 Route map of the Otonashigawa stratigraphic section, Tsugawa area. A-I: Location of columnar
sections of Figs. 4 and 5.
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Bk SHIvI T a 07771280 5KINTT AEFHL DT & IRERZE. BG4
100% & L CHMSL L7z, FeO* T2 k%, Ave. 137, SDIIEMERZ, n. [XMESKERT.
Table 1 Major chemical composition of volcanic glass shards from the Nomura Formation in the Otonashigawa
section.

SiO2 TiO2 ALO3 FeO* MnO MgO CaO Na2O K20

Sample ID Tephra
SD. Ave. SD. Ave. SD. Ave. SD. Ave. SD. Ave. SD. Ave. SD. Ave. SD. Ave. SD.

563933-02-031 Ot210 7806 052 0.09 004 1228 0.18 127 026 008 005 006 003 080 0.14 326 046 4.11 032
563933-02-021 Tmhq 78.69 041 0.13 004 1213 0.17 128 013 012 005 013 003 09 0.11 264 055 399 036
563933-02-030 Ot197 7749 050 0.15 005 1263 022 132 0.19 0.10 004 0.16 005 120 022 306 032 389 033
563933-02-029 Ot187 7796 053 008 004 1237 0.15 .15 013 009 005 005 003 072 006 296 062 462 0.17
563933-02-028 Ot185  78.12 0.68 0.10 005 1230 023 131 0.19 010 006 006 003 072 0.11 260 079 468 028
563933-02-019 Ot180 7830 0.51 007 004 1232 029 126 021 009 005 004 003 070 012 266 071 455 042
563933-02-018 Ot170  78.08 037 0.09 004 1236 028 1.16 0.13 007 005 006 003 076 0.05 289 065 453 025
563933-02-017 Ot140  78.16 0.18 0.16 0.04 1207 0.14 148 0.12 006 003 020 0.06 1.60 0.12 327 055 301 0.60
563933-02-015 Ot131 78.83 040 0.11 003 1235 0.20 136 0.10 009 006 006 002 081 007 2.18 053 421 024
563933-02-013 Ot130  78.17 032 0.11 004 1217 0.15 1.13 0.14 006 005 012 004 1.10 0.17 343 044 370 0.60
563933-02-012 Ot122 7839 0.64 030 009 11.70 024 149 032 009 003 033 007 1.65 026 343 037 262 056
563933-02-011 Otl121 7680 103 034 006 1215 042 225 044 0.0 004 033 0.11 205 041 325 030 273 0.63
563933-02-009 Otpm U 78.11 051 0.10 008 1272 036 087 0.3 008 005 007 005 051 023 244 038 511 035
563933-02-008 OtpmL 7743 054 002 002 1337 031 091 0.12 005 004 001 001 030 0.10 268 062 522 0.8
563933-02-007 Otbt 7720 049 003 003 1333 032 093 009 006 004 000 0.01 029 004 290 062 527 0.19
563933-02-005 Otnp 7834 058 009 005 1242 0.13 086 0.11 006 005 007 004 049 0.19 248 070 519 030
563933-02-004 Ot058 7800 058 0.09 006 1264 040 089 0.5 007 005 007 004 049 024 260 067 514 042
563933-02-003 Ot050 7757 0.62 007 004 1271 026 087 0.2 0.3 006 0.11 003 066 0.14 308 065 479 051
563933-02-002 Ot045  77.82 033 008 004 1239 0.14 084 009 009 004 007 002 041 0.10 312 048 5.18 031
563933-02-001 Ot040 7876 052 006 003 1257 025 093 0.11 006 004 006 002 049 0.09 148 0.68 560 032
563933-02-022 Otps 7820 060 008 004 1221 024 189 030 0.11 004 002 002 1.17 020 194 070 438 033

23
41
45
69
65
61
62

44
52
14

18
57
86
63
59
43
61
50

F2R FE)®I L a DT 7 TR D KINA T AMEFHROMEEIE. BRIEiEF2100% & L
THUEL L7z, FeO*| X2 bgka £ 7.

Table 2 Range of major chemical composition of volcanic glass shards from the Nomura Formation in the
Otonashigawa section.

Sample ID Tephra SiO2 TiO2 ALO3 FeO* MnO MgO CaO Na2O K20

563933-02-031 Ot210  77.09 -79.31 002 -0.15 1201 -1255 0.78 -1.72 0.00 -0.19 0.00 -0.13 0.57 -1.10 223 -433 297 -458
563933-02-021 Tmhq 77.85 -79.48 001 -0.23 11.81 -1255 098 1.54 0.00 -0.21 0.08 -0.21 0.73 -1.17 1.52 -3.94 297 473
563933-02-030 Ot197  76.85 -79.07  0.00 -0.28 1196 -13.13  0.77 -1.60 001 -0.18 001 -0.25 0.37 -1.50 242 -371 339 -5.10
563933-02-029 Ot187  76.96 -79.34  0.00 -0.19 1198 -12.79  0.88 -1.46 0.00 -0.20 002 -0.14 0.53 -0.84 1.20 -3.85 424 -504
563933-02-028 Ot185  76.86 -79.83  0.00 -0.21 12.00 -13.10  0.84 -1.79 0.00 -0.28 0.00 -0.17 0.57 -1.16 0.90 -3.94 3.66 -5.31
563933-02-019 Ot180  77.05 -79.41 0.00 -0.15 1196 -13.00  0.60 -1.70 0.00 -0.18 0.00 -0.18 0.51 -1.14 097 -4.13 247 -5.11
563933-02-018 Ot170  77.35 -78.96  0.01 -0.18 1193 -1296  0.82 -1.50 0.00 -0.17 0.00 -0.13 0.65 -0.87 1.12 -4.37 378 -5.07
563933-02-017 Ot140  77.85 -78.52  0.03 -0.24 11.85 -12.38 1.30 -1.73 0.00 -0.10 0.02 -0.30 121 -1.73 1.83 -4.02 1.86 -4.44
563933-02-015 Ot131 7734 -79.64 005 -0.17 12.09 -12.95 1.11 -1.55 0.00 -0.24 003 -0.11 0.68 -1.10 1.11 -3.90 348 474
563933-02-013 Ot130  77.59 -78.85  0.00 -0.18 11.74 -1256  0.78 -1.50 0.00 -0.18 001 -0.26 043 -1.58 2.68 -4.28 244 -582
563933-02-012 Ot122  77.04 -79.13  0.09 -0.49 1144 -1229 1.02 -2.09 0.03 -0.18 0.18 -045 122 -2.17 279 -398 1.85 -4.13
563933-02-011 Otl121 7503 -7849  0.21 -0.41 11.58 -12.90 1.40 -2.90 0.03 -0.20 0.12 -0.52 1.11 -2.59 278 -3.69 2.11 -421
563933-02-009 Otpm U 77.04 -79.23  0.00 -0.26 1224 -13.59  0.67 -1.16 0.00 -0.16 0.00 -0.16 0.26 -0.96 1.44 -2.89 443 -542
563933-02-008 OtpmL 76.14 -78.48  0.00 -0.09 1241 -1399  0.66 -1.46 0.00 -0.19 0.00 -0.07 0.20 -0.80 1.35 -3.76 4.76 -5.61
563933-02-007 Otbt 76.06 -78.44  0.00 -0.10 12.58 -1402  0.78 -1.15 0.00 -0.17 0.00 -0.03 0.22 -0.53 1.20 -3.79 4.84 -5.69
563933-02-005 Otnp 7741 -79.67  0.00 -0.20 1206 -12.78 059 -1.09 0.00 -0.22 0.03 -0.19 0.33 -1.03 0.65 -3.56 4.39 -591
563933-02-004 Ot058  76.09 -79.39  0.00 -0.25 1220 -14.62  0.65 -1.65 0.00 -0.19 0.02 -0.32 0.31 -1.82 1.14 -3.81 276 -591
563933-02-003 Ot050  76.24 -79.37  0.00 -0.16 1197 -13.18  0.55 -1.27 0.04 -0.27 003 -0.15 0.37 -1.00 1.36 -4.24 353 -592
563933-02-002 Ot045  77.04 -78.52  0.00 -0.19 11.72 -1271  0.66 -1.17 0.00 -0.23 003 -0.21 0.33 -1.16 2.03 -3.92 4.18 -592
563933-02-001 Ot040  77.04 -79.82  0.00 -0.13 12.24 -1308 0.76 -1.23 000 -0.15 002 -0.11 0.38 -0.92 043 -4.04 4.55 -6.13
563933-02-022 Otps 77.00 -79.66  0.00 -0.16 11.73 -1280  0.87 -2.34 0.00 -0.21 0.00 -0.09 045 -1.34 0.56 -3.49 394 -547
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Table 3 Estimated ages of the tephra beds in the Nomura Formation.

Shinazawagawa
Tephra beds (2)

Age
(Ma)

Snlm
Snsp
Snhh
Snlg

Sn640
Sn630
Sn620
Sn610
Sn600

747
748
7.52
7.53
7.63

Snrp
Snws

Snwp

Sn590
Sn580
Sn570
Sn565
Sn560

7.67
7.68
7.69
7.74
7.76

Snrk

Sn550
Sn546
Sn542
Sn540
Sn539

7.78
7.80
7.81
7.81
7.82

Sn538
Sn537A
Sn537
Sn535
Sn531

7.82
7.82
7.83
7.85
7.90

Sing
Sngg

Sn530
Sn528
Sn525
Sn520
Sn510

791
792
7.95
7.96
7.99

Snsg

Sn500
Sn450
Sn440
Sn430
Sn420

8.00
8.03
8.05
8.06
8.07

Sn410

Sn370
Sn369
Sn368
Sn360

8.12

8.20
8.21
8.21
8.27

Sn355
Sn350
Sn340
Sn335
Sn330

833
835
835
8.37
8.38

Sn320
Sn270

8.44
8.48

Shinazawagawa Age Otonashigawa  Age

Tephra beds (1) (Ma) Tephrabeds  (Ma)

- - o210  8.60

Tmhq Sn200 8.65 Tmhq Ot200 8.66

Sn197 8.67 Ot197  8.68
Sn195 8.73 - -

Sn190 8.77 Ot190 8.74

Sn187 8.82 Ot187 8.79

Sn185 8.85 Otl84 8.86
Sn184 8.87 - -

Sn180 8.94 Ot180 8.92

Sn170 898 Oot170  9.00
Snl60 9.06 - -
Sn150 9.19 - -

Snl46 9.25 Ot046  9.23

Snl45 9.26 Ot145 9.24

Sn140 9.32 Ot140  9.30

Sn131 9.35 Ot131 9.34

Sn130 9.36 Ot130 9.35

Sn123  9.38 Ot123 937

Sn122 938 Ot122 938

Sni21  9.40 Ot121 938

Stm Snl120 941 Stm Ot120 942

- - Ot119 945

Snl18 948 Ot118 948

Snll5 9.66 Otll5  9.69
Snpg Snl110 9.80 - -
Sn105 9.81 - -

Snyg Sn100 9.84 Otpm - 9.88
Sn098  9.85 - -
Sn095 9.87 - -
Sn092  9.87 - -
Sn090 9.88 - -

- - Otgm 9.89

- - Otwh 9.89

- - Otbt  9.89
Sn084 9.93 - -

Sn080 9.97 Ot080  9.96
Sn075 9.99 - -

- - Otst 10.03
Sng Sn070 10.04 - -

Sn068 10.05 0Ot068 10.07
Sn065 10.06 - -
Sn060 10.09 - -

- - Otnp 10.09

- - 0Ot058 10.10

- - Ot051 10.14

- - Ot050 10.15

- - Ot045 10.17

- - 0Ot040 10.20
Sn015 11.55 - -
Sn014 11.59 - -
Sn013 11.63 - -
Sn010 11.74 - -
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Fig. 7 Estimated ages of the tephra beds in the Otonashigawa and Shinazawagawa sections.
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