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Uradome Coast (Iwami Town, Tottori Prefecture) is
famous for its dynamic and beautiful landscapes formed by
rough waves and snow storms that have eroded the
Paleogene granite. The area is designated as a national
scenic beauty, a national monument, and a marine park.
(Photo by Dr. Mahito Watanabe, Geological Museum,
Geological Survey of Japan, AIST)

Genbudo Caves (Toyooka City, Hyogo Prefecture, natural monument) is
one of the most popular tourist sites, where columnar joints are well-developed
in the 1.6 million-year-old basalt. The discovery of reversed magnetic fields
(Matuyama chron) in Genbudo basalt in 1929 has contributed a lot to the
development of plate tectonics theory. The photo shows Seiryudo (Azure
Dragon Cave), one of five caves in the area. (Photo by Dr. Mahito Watanabe,
Geological Museum, Geological Survey of Japan, AIST)
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