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Cover Photograph

Felsic tuff of the Shittakazawa Formation and a coral fossil in the Onimaru Formation, lower
Carboniferous, South Kitakami Belt

The lower Carboniferous in the South Kitakami Belt consists mainly of mafic and felsic pyroclastic rocks
interbedded with sandstone and mudstone in the lower to middle part, and coral-bearing limestone in the upper part.
The former rocks show large regional differences in terms of lithology and thickness, whereas the limestone is of
similar lithology throughout the belt. The main photograph shows felsic tuff (ca. 5 m thick) and underlying sandy
mudstone of the Shittakazawa Formation in the lower part of the lower Carboniferous (location: Kashiwari in the
Setamai area, Sumida Town, Iwate Prefecture). Zircons from this tuff have been dated at ca. 340 Ma (early Visean)
(see this issue). The photograph at lower left shows a fossil Kueichouphyllum sp., indicating a late Visean age for
limestone of the Onimaru Formation in the upper part of the lower Carboniferous (location: Yukisawa in the
Yahagicho area, Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture). The lens cap for scale is 4 cm across.

(Photograph and Caption by UCHINO Takayuki and KAWAMURA Toshio)
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Report

Zircon U-Pb age constraints on the history of Carboniferous volcanism
in the South Kitakami Belt, Northeast Japan

KAWAMURA Toshio" > and UCHINO Takayuki’

KAWAMURA Toshio and UCHINO Takayuki (2024) Zircon U-Pb age constraints on the history of
Carboniferous volcanism in the South Kitakami Belt, Northeast Japan. Bulletin of the Geological Survey
of Japan, vol. 75 (2), p. 61-72, 5 figs and 3 tables.

Abstract: Carboniferous strata of the South Kitakami Belt in Northeast Japan contain large volumes
of volcaniclastic rocks that indicate intense volcanism. We conducted zircon U-Pb dating on samples
collected from two stratigraphic horizons: coarse felsic tuff from the middle part of the lower
Carboniferous Shittakazawa Formation, and sandy tuff from the middle part of the upper Carboniferous
Kidoguchi Formation. The samples yielded weighted mean ages of 339.5 = 2.6 Ma (middle Visean)
and 313.6 + 2.3 Ma (early Moscovian), respectively. The former age is more tightly constrained and
slightly younger than the late Tournaisian age previously determined using fossil biostratigraphy and
lithostratigraphic correlations. The latter age indicates that volcanism was ongoing throughout the late
Carboniferous. Taking into account the occurrence of late Carboniferous granitic rocks and earliest
Permian andesitic tuff in the South Kitakami Belt, our results suggest that igneous activity lasted from the
Carboniferous to early Permian.

Keywords: zircon U-Pb dating, Carboniferous, Visean, Moscovian, volcanism, South Kitakami Belt,

Kitakami Massif, Setamai, Oide, Iwate Prefecture

1. Introduction

The South Kitakami Belt (SKB) in Northeast Japan
contains thick sequences of coherent Carboniferous
strata dominated by volcanic rocks and limestone
(Kawamura and Kawamura, 1989a), in contrast to exotic
bodies of seamount rocks in late Paleozoic and Mesozoic
accretionary complexes such as the Akiyoshi, Mino-
Tanba, and Chichibu belts. The Carboniferous sequences
represent intense volcanism in and around an island arc,
and subsequent less-intense but continuous minor to
moderate volcanism near a carbonate shelf (Kawamura and
Kawamura, 1989b). These sequences are unconformably
overlain by Permian clastic sedimentary rocks that were
deposited in a shelf environment (Kawamura ez al., 1990).
This change from Carboniferous volcanism to Permian
minor volcanism or quiescence represents a key tectonic
transition of the SKB from an active to a passive margin
(Ehiro et al., 2016).

The Carboniferous sequence in the SKB comprises
mainly volcaniclastic and terrigenous clastic rocks in
the lower section and carbonate rocks interlayered with
volcaniclastic rocks in the upper section. Volcaniclastic
rocks of the lower section have both basaltic and

rhyolitic-dacitic compositions but lack typical andesite
(i.e., bimodal volcanism), suggesting they formed in
an extensional region such as an intra-arc or back-arc
setting (Kawamura and Kawamura, 1989b). In contrast,
volcaniclastic rocks of the upper section consist mainly of
felsic or intermediate tuff. The contrasting lithologies of
the two sections imply a minor change in volcanism and
tectonic setting after the early Carboniferous. However,
the ages and geochemical signatures of the rocks of the
two sections have yet to be fully investigated.

The ages of these Carboniferous strata have been
determined by fossil fauna and litho- and biostratigraphic
correlations (e.g., Minato ef al., 1979). Paleontological
evidence indicates that the lower section is the upper
Tournaisian to middle—upper Visean (Kawamura, 1983).
The limestone in the lower part of the upper section has
traditionally been assigned to the upper Visean based on
the characteristic coral fauna (UVCF; Niikawa, 1983),
and the other parts of the upper section are correlated to
the Namurian to lower Westphalian (i.e., Serpukhovian
to Moscovian; Minato ef al., 1979). These ages suggest
that Carboniferous volcanism in the SKB continued for
much of the period but was more intense during the early
Carboniferous. However, reliable radiometric ages for the
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Fig. 1 (A) Index map of Tohoku district showing the Kitakami and Abukuma massifs. (B) Geologic belt in the
Kitakami Massif. (C) Distributions of the Carboniferous sedimentary rocks in the South Kitakami Belt in the
southern Kitakami Massif. Numbers are main areas where each Carboniferous stratigraphy is established.
Distributions of the Carboniferous System is modified from the Seamless Digital Geological Map of Japan
(1:200,000) V2 of the Geological Survey of Japan, AIST (2022). Quaternary covers are excluded.

clastic or volcanic rocks are limited to detrital zircon U-Pb
ages for sandstones in the lower section (Okawa et al.,
2013; Pastor-Galéan et al., 2021). Accordingly, the detailed
history of Carboniferous orogenic activity in the SKB
remains poorly understood.

In this study, we conducted zircon U-Pb dating on two
samples of felsic volcaniclastic rocks collected from the
lower and upper sections. The dating results are used to
cross-check fossil-based ages and constrain the history of
Carboniferous volcanism in the SKB.

2. Geological outline

Carboniferous strata of the SKB are distributed mainly
in the southern Kitakami Massif (Fig. 1) and at the
eastern margin of the Abukuma Massif. The distribution
of these strata is discontinuous due to the presence
of unconformably overlying Permian and Mesozoic

sedimentary rocks, the effects of faults and folds, and
Cretaceous granitoid intrusions (Fig. 1C). The lithology
and age differ among the 10 identified areas of exposures
of these sedimentary rocks (Fig. 1C), meaning that the
stratigraphy is established separately for each area (Fig. 2).
Below, we outline the characteristics of the Carboniferous
strata in these areas (Figs. 1C and 2), with a particular
focus on stratigraphy and ages.

Lithostratigraphic correlations among the 10 areas allow
the entire Carboniferous stratigraphic profile of the SKB to be
divided into two sections: a lower clastic-dominated section
(i.e., the Karaumedate, Yonesato, lower—middle Karosawa,
Shittakazawa—Arisu—Odaira, Hikoroichi, and lower Kogawa
formations in Fig. 2) and an upper carbonate-dominated
section (i.e., the Takezawa, Shiba, Kidoguchi, Funakubo,
Okawame, upper Karosawa—Senbakaya, Onimaru—Nagaiwa,
Takasuzuyama, and upper Kogawa formations in Fig. 2)
(Kawamura and Kawamura, 1989a). The lower section is



Zircon U-Pb dating for Carboniferous volcanics in South Kitakami Belt (Kawamura and Uchino)

[3]oide
£
\I\ Takozu £ ) IE‘ Tassobe
= [
S < ===
: 2 ~ E\ Ohasama o
= S = =
'y @ Yonesato 2 i g
©
= : : |2 2
IS £ E S
£ © st .
= = = .
« S Horizon of UVCF
z

Setamai Hikoroichi

E @Kamlansu
: 2
& 5, £
g R g [
@©

£ £

@© | ©

2 = = .

3 2 % E Kogawa
£ £ e
= = ©
=) S
] N

E limestone
% sandstone-dominated clastic rocks
- mudstone-dominated clastic rocks

;’2?&‘?32 conglomerate

ALY

mafic tuff

Tobigamori Fm. | Karaumedate Fm.

Yonesato Fm.

[ felsic tuft
| = '| . N .
| iy felsic volcaniclastic rocks
2, 2, | | Devonian sedimentary rocks
! "

NN unconformity

7

reLy

lack by fault

s

ety

sampling horizon for dating

Karosawa Fm.

approximately
500 m

Shittakazawa Fm.

Fig. 2 Correlation of the generalized columnar sections for the Carboniferous stratigraphy in the main areas
shown in Fig. 1C. Each column is arranged at the horizon of occurrences of the upper Visean coral
fauna (UVCF). Fm.: Formation. Red star roughly shows the sampling horizon for dating in this study.
The columns are modified from Kawamura and Kawamura (1989a).

composed of sandy clastic rocks and thick volcaniclastic
rocks accompanied by lenticular limestone and
conglomerate. The lowermost part of the section
unconformably overlies Middle Devonian strata at the
base in eastern areas (areas 7, 8, and 10 in Fig. 2) and
conformably overlies Upper Devonian strata in the west
(area 1 in Fig. 2). The depositional facies and thickness
of the clastic rocks vary among the areas, suggesting
deposition in heterogeneous sedimentary basins in
and around a volcanic arc (Kawamura and Kawamura,
1989b). In contrast, the upper section, which conformably
overlies strata of the lower section, is composed of
carbonate rocks in all 10 areas. Abundant volcaniclastic
rocks are intercalated with the carbonates of the upper
section, especially in western—central areas (areas 2, 6,
and 7 in Fig. 2). The main carbonate rocks are stratified
shallow-marine limestone with localized limestone
breccia, suggesting deposition in a carbonate-platform
environment and subordinately in a marginal-slope
environment (Kawamura and Kawamura, 1989b).
Volcaniclastic rocks of the lower section contain both
basaltic and rhyolitic—dacitic resedimented pyroclastic
rocks. These rocks are geochemically bimodal, without
intermediate silica contents (Kawamura and Kawamura,
1989b; Kawamura, 1997). The chemical compositions
of the basaltic rocks plot in the fields of island-arc

tholeiite or calk-alkaline basalt (Kawamura, 1997). The
early Carboniferous volcanism occurred in back-arc to
intra-arc settings under crustal extension (Kawamura
and Kawamura, 1989b). In contrast, volcaniclastic rocks
of the upper section are mainly felsic or intermediate,
although their geochemical signatures have yet to be
defined in detail (Kawamura and Kawamura, 1989a).
Their compositions suggest continuous volcanism in or
around the area of carbonate deposition during the late
Carboniferous.

The ages of the Carboniferous strata of the SKB have
been determined using biostratigraphic correlations.
The brachiopod fauna of the lower section is consistent
with the late Tournaisian age for the lower part of the
section and the early—middle Visean age for the upper
part (Tazawa and Kurita, 2019; Tazawa, 2020). Similar
age determinations have been obtained using coral and
miospore fossils (Kawamura, 1983; Yang and Tazawa,
2000). A distinctive coral fauna in the lowermost limestone
strata of the upper section has traditionally been regarded
as being of the late Visean age (Fig. 2). The fusulinid and
conodont biostratigraphy of the middle—upper strata of
the upper section (Kobayashi, 1973; Minato et al. eds.,
1979) indicates the Namurian to early Westphalian ages
(i.e., Serpukhovian to Moscovian).
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Fig. 3 (A) Columnar section around the horizon of the dating sample (22040401-1) in the lower Carboniferous Shittakazawa Formation.
Northwest of Kashiwari, Setamai area, Sumita Town. The sampling horizon is shown as a red star. Ip.: lapilli, br.: breccia. (B)
Polished surface photo-image of the felsic coarse tuff in the lower part of a sequence suggesting pyroclastic density current
deposits. Lithology shows inhomogeneous nature as commonly containing abundant fragments of felsic volcanic or volcaniclastic
rocks. Northern creek of Kashiwari [39.16354N, 141.51363E], Setamai area, Sumita Town. (C) Thin-section photo-image
of the dating specimen, plane-polarized light. Its lithology shows coarse tuff containing fragments of felsic volcanic rocks.
Quartz fragments are present both in the glassy tuff matrix and the rock fragments. River cliff of the Omata River [39.16147N,

141.50637E], east of Komata, Setamai area, Sumita Town.

Qz: quartz, vf: volcanic rock fragment.

3. Samples for dating

Lower Carboniferous Shittakazawa Formation

The Shittakazawa Formation represents the lowermost
part of the thick Carboniferous sedimentary rocks in the
Setamai area (area 7 in Fig. 2) (Kawamura and Kawamura,
1989a). The formation consists of felsic volcaniclastic rocks,
mudstone, and sandstone, with minor limestone lenses. A
basal conglomerate and felsic tuff unconformably overlie
Devonian strata, and the uppermost sandstone underlies
basaltic volcaniclastic rocks of the Arisu Formation. The
felsic volcaniclastic rocks, which comprise massive lapilli
tuff, tuff breccia, and coarse tuff, fine upward to laminated
fine vitric tuff and also intercalate fossil-bearing sandstone
and mudstone, suggesting they represent subaqueous
pyroclastic density current deposits on shallow-marine
substrates (Kawamura, 1985; Kawamura, 1997).

Sample 22040401-1 was obtained from the middle
Shittakazawa Formation, at a cliff adjacent to the Omata
River (39.16147°N, 141.50637°E), east of Komata in the
Setamai area, Sumita Town. The sample is greenish-gray
coarse felsic tuff. In areas near the sampling location,
this tuff is interbedded with fine tuff layers and overlies
thick beds of lapilli tuff to tuff breccia (Fig. 3A). Similar
bedding styles have been recognized in thick volcaniclastic
rock sequences of the formation (Kawamura, 1997). The
sample contains abundant fragments of dacite to rhyolite
or volcaniclastic rocks, clasts of entirely chloritized flat
pumice, and a matrix of fine glassy tuff with quartz and
plagioclase grains (Fig. 3B and C). Quartz grains are also
observed within rock fragments and commonly show
corroded forms. Fine zircon grains are present within

volcanic rock fragments or along dark seams in the tuff
matrix.
Upper Carboniferous Kidoguchi Formation

The Carboniferous Kidoguchi Formation occurs in the
Oide area (area 3 in Figs. 1C and 2) (Ehiro and Mori,
1993). The lower to middle parts of the formation are
composed of limestone and volcaniclastic rocks. The
upper part consists of limestone, tuff, and sandstone,
unconformably overlain by the lower Permian sedimentary
rocks. These units are equivalent to the Carboniferous
sedimentary rocks at Tassobe (area 5 in Figs. 1C and 2)
and Omata (area 6 in Figs. 1C and 2), which were probably
connected to each other prior to lateral offset along a major
sinistral fault (e.g., the Hizume Kesennuma Fault in Fig.
1) during the Early Cretaceous (Ehiro and Mori, 1993).
Volcaniclastic rocks are generally predominant in the
middle to upper Carboniferous sedimentary rocks in the
western-central to northern-central areas of the SKB (36
in Fig. 1C).

Sample 22040115 was obtained from the lower
Kidoguchi Formation at an outcrop on a forest trail in eastern
Shizu (39.05935°N, 141.51294°E), Oide area, Yahagi
Town, Rikuzentakata City. The sample is reddish-purple
sandy tuff. At the outcrop, the tuff has a total thickness of
15 m, contains interbeds of greenish tuff, overlies gray
limestone, and underlies felsic coarse tuff (Fig. 4A and
B) of the middle part of the formation. The tuff consists
of fragments of felsic volcanic or volcaniclastic rocks,
plagioclase, and quartz in an inhomogeneous matrix of fine
glassy silt (Fig. 4C). Volcanic rock fragments also contain
quartz and plagioclase as phenocrysts. Concentrations of
black hematite are commonly observed as grains, spots,
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Fig. 4 (A) Columnar section around the horizon of the dating sample (22040115) in the upper Carboniferous Kidoguchi Formation.
East of Shizu [39.05935N, 141.51294E], Oide area, Rikuzentakata City. The sampling horizon is shown as a red star. Ip.: lapilli,
br.: breccia. (B) Photo-image of the outcrop of the sample for dating. The sample was collected from the purple sandy tuff
bed shown as red circle. Forest road cliff at east of Shizu, Oide area, Rikuzentakata City. Dashed line shows the boundary
between the felsic coarse tuff bed and purple sandy tuff bed. (C) Thin-section photo-image of the dating sample. Its lithology
shows coarse tuff containing fragments of quartz-bearing felsic volcanic rocks and grains of partly saussuritized plagioclase.

Matrix is fine tuff with black hematitic spots and seams.

Ht: hematite, P1: plagioclase, Qz: quartz.

or seams in the matrix. Brown oxidized chlorite occurs in
plagioclase grains and within the matrix. Rare fine zircon
grains occur within the tuff matrix.

4. Analytical methods

The extraction of zircon grains from the samples and
subsequent dating analyses were conducted by Kyoto
Fission-Track, Japan. Zircon U-Pb dating was also
conducted using a multiple collector—inductively coupled
plasma—mass spectrometer at the University of Tokyo,
Tokyo, Japan. Instrumentation and operating conditions
for the analyses are given in Table 1. PleSovice zircon
(P8U-2°Pb age of 337.13 + 0.37 Ma; Slama et al., 2008)
was utilized as a primary standard. In addition, zircons
OD-3 (¥U-*Pb age of 33.0 + 0.1 Ma; Iwano ef al.,
2013), Nancy 91500 (***U-2Pb age of 1062.4 + 0.4
Ma; Wiedenbeck ef al., 1995), and GJ-1 (3**U-"Pb age
of 610.0 + 0.9 Ma; Jackson et al., 2004) were used as
secondary standards for quality control. Prior to analyses,
a single laser shot was used to reduce lead contamination
on zircon surfaces. During analyses, the laser was directed
onto the center of each polished zircon surface, avoiding
cracks and inclusions to ensure accurate data.

The 28U-*Pb age, which typically shows a smaller
error than the **U-2"Pb age, was adopted for age
determinations in this study. Assuming that the 2°°Pb—>*U
age is A = B (A: age; B: 20 error of the age) and the
207pb-235U age is C + D (C: age; D: 20 error of the age),
we considered analytical concordance if inequality 1 holds
when the 27Pb—>3U age is older than the 2*Pb—>3¥U age or
if inequality 2 holds when the 27Pb-?3°U age is younger

than the 2"Pb—>*’U age:

@B -C=D) + 100 > 0 (1)

D@D % 100 x (-1) < 0 )

Data processing was performed using Isoplot 4.15
software (Ludwig, 2012). Analytical results for the
secondary standard (Tables 2 and 3) are within £5% of
recommended ages, suggesting that the results for the
two samples (22040401-1 and 22040115) are reasonable.

5. Results

Isotopic data for sample 22040401-1 from the
Shittakazawa Formation and sample 22040115 from the
Kidoguchi Formation are summarized in Tables 2 and 3,
respectively. We use the geological timescale of Gradstein
et al. (2020) when considering the obtained U-Pb ages.

For sample 22040401-1, all 30 analyzed zircons yield
concordant ages (Table 2; Fig. 5A). Most grains have
ages of 350-330 Ma (early Carboniferous), with one
Proterozoic grain (ca. 1360 Ma) that is interpreted as a
xenocryst. The weighted mean age of the grains, except
for the Proterozoic grain, is 339.5 + 2.6 Ma (2c error; n =
29; MSWD = 2.7, Fig. 5B).

For sample 22040115, 27 of the 30 zircons yield
concordant ages (Table 3; Fig. 5C). The concordant
grains have ages of 330-305 Ma (late Carboniferous).
The weighted mean age of the concordant grains is 313.6
+ 2.3 Ma (26 error; n=27; MSWD = 1.6, Fig. 5D).
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Table | Operating condition of the instrumentation of a multi-collector inductively coupled plasma

mass spectrometry for the analysis.

22040401-1
(Shittakazawa Formation)

Sample no.

22040115
(Kidoguchi Formation)

Laser ablation

Model CARBIDE (Light Conversion) ]

Laser type Femtosecond laser

Pulse duration 290 fs

Wave length 257 nm same as on the left
Energy density 3.8 Jicm

Spot size 10 pm (single spot)

Repetition rate 30 Hz
Carrier gas (He) 0.60 L/min

Duration of laser ablation 4 s 33s
ICP-MS

Model Nu Plasma Il (Nu Instruments) ]

ICP-MS type Multi-collector ditto

Forward power 1300 W -

Make-up gas (Ar) 0.80 L/min 0.90 L/min

ThO™/Th (oxide ratio) <1% ]

Data acquisition protocol  Time-resolved analysis

Data acquisition 9's (6 s gas blank, 3 s ablation signal)

Monitor isotopes 02,4 g,204 Pb, 206 Pb, 207 Pb, 208 Pb, 232 Th,235 U ditto
Standards

Primary standard Plesovice

Secondary standard 0D-3%%* Nancy91500° Gy

*1: Slama et al. (2008); *2: Iwano et al. (2012); *3: Iwano et al. (2013); *4: Lukécs et al. (2015);
*5: Wiedenbeck et al. (1995); *6: Jackson et al. (2004)

6. Discussions

Previous zircon U-Pb ages for Carboniferous clastic
rocks in the SKB have been limited to data obtained from
detrital grains in sandstones of the lower section. Okawa
et al. (2013) presented a youngest concordant age of 348.9
+ 7.8 Ma (recalculated as the weighted mean age of a
youngest cluster using the method of the present study:
350.3 £ 2.0 Ma [MSWD = 0.5]) for a sample from the
western area (Karaumedate Formation, 1 in Fig. 2). Isozaki
et al. (2014) presented a younger group of ages of 384-335
Ma (recalculated as above: 337.3 £4.0 Ma [MSWD = 1.5])
for a sample from the central area (Hikoroichi Formation,
8 in Fig. 2). In contrast to these previous data, our new
zircon U-Pb ages from the sampled felsic tuffs should give
more reliable depositional ages because most of the grains
are syn-sedimentary. Accordingly, our new age data allow
the duration of volcanism recorded in the Carboniferous
strata of the SKB to be better constrained.

The age of 339.5 + 2.6 Ma for the felsic tuff
sample from the middle Shittakazawa Formation
corresponds chronostratigraphically to the middle

Visean (i.e., the Holkerian Substage in western Europe).
This age is younger than the late Tournaisian age
determined by the previous biostratigraphic correlation
of the brachiopod fauna from the upper part of the
formation (Tazawa and Kurita, 2019; Tazawa, 2020) or by
lithostratigraphic comparison with the well-studied lower
Hikoroichi Formation in the Hikoroichi area (Kawamura,
1985; Kawamura and Kawamura, 1989a). A similar early-
middle Visean age has been assigned to the overlying
Arisu Formation by correlation of the brachiopod fauna
(Tazawa and Iryu, 2019; Tazawa, 2020). Therefore, the
ages of the Shittakazawa and Arisu formations are likely
to be slightly younger than previously estimated, although
the ages of the basal to lower parts have yet to be clarified.

The age of 313.6 + 2.3 Ma for the sandy tuff sample
from the middle Kidoguchi Formation corresponds
chronostratigraphically to the early Moscovian (i.e.,
Bolsovian Substage in western Europe). Previously,
the age of the formation was tentatively assigned to the
late Carboniferous based on the discovery of the fossil
calcisponge Chaetetes (Ehiro and Mori, 1993), whose
genera occur over a wide interval from the Ordovician
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Fig. 5 Results of U-Pb dating for the concordant zircons from the coarse tuff in the Shittakazawa
Formation and the sandy tuff in the Kidoguchi Formation. (A) Concordia diagram of the former
except for a Proterozoic zircon grain. (B) Weighted mean age of the former. (C) Concordia diagram
of the latter. (D) Weighted mean age of the latter.

Error is 26. MSWD: mean squared weighted deviation, n: number.

to Jurassic but are most common in the middle—upper
Carboniferous in Japan (Minato, 1975). Hence, the age
determined in this study more tightly constrains the age
of the Kidoguchi Formation in the SKB compared with
previous age estimations.

The two new zircon U-Pb ages and the lithologies of the
abundant volcanic rocks among the lower Carboniferous
suggest continuous volcanism in the SKB from the Visean
to Moscovian. The Visean volcanism, which may have
begun during the late Tournaisian, is considered to have
occurred in a back-arc to intra-arc setting under crustal
extension, along with the formation of heterogeneous
sedimentary basins (Kawamura and Kawamura, 1989b).
The subsequent Serpukhovian to Moscovian volcanism
appears to have been less active than that of the earlier
period, resulting in the dominance of shallow-marine

carbonates influenced by sea-level fluctuations. However,
it remains unclear whether the Visean bimodal volcanism
continued into the late Carboniferous, as geochemical
signatures for the late Carboniferous volcanic rocks have
not been investigated in detail.

Tsuchiya et al. (2014) reported zircon U-Pb ages of
308-302 Ma for the Wariyama sheared granodiorite
(Fujita et al., 1988) at the eastern margin of the Abukuma
Massif (Fig. 1A). Li and Takeuchi (2021) presented
weighted mean ages of 311-266 Ma for the youngest
clusters of zircons from five granitic clasts of Usuginu-
type conglomerate. These ages are slightly younger
than the age of tuff from the Kidoguchi Formation,
possibly implying volcanism and plutonism within
or near the SKB during the late Carboniferous. In
addition, minor andesitic tuff occurs in the lowermost
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Permian deposits, which overlie Carboniferous strata
across a regional unconformity (Kawamura et al., 1990;
Yoshida et al., 1994). The above synthesis of evidence
indicates essentially continuous magmatism from the late
Carboniferous to the early Permian, although less intense
than the early Carboniferous volcanism.

7. Conclusion

Carboniferous strata in the SKB contain large volumes
of volcanic rocks in the lower section and moderate
volumes of volcaniclastic rocks in the upper section.
According to previous studies, the former rocks were
produced by bimodal volcanism in and around back-arc
to intra-arc regions, whereas the latter rocks resulted from
intermittent eruptions.

Zircon U-Pb dating was conducted on two tuff
samples from Carboniferous felsic volcaniclastic rocks
in the SKB. These samples, from the early Carboniferous
Shittakazawa Formation and the late Carboniferous
Kidoguchi Formation, yielded weighted mean ages of
339.5+2.6 Ma (middle Visean) and 313.6 +2.3 Ma (early
Moscovian), respectively. These ages are slightly younger
than the depositional ages of the formations, as determined
from paleontological data in previous studies. These
precise ages provide tighter constraints on the duration
of Carboniferous volcanism in the SKB. The change from
Carboniferous intense volcanism (including concurrent
plutonism) to early Permian minor volcanism represents
a key geotectonic transition in the long geological history
of the SKB.
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MREEE S X7 L “Ask AnyOne” T DEgET - Ei - FREBE
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SHIRO Masanori, MIYAKAWA Ayumu, FUJITA Tsukasa, OCHI Masanao, IWASAKI Yuichi and
YASUTAKA Tetsuo (2024) "Ask AnyOne" Researcher Collaboration System: Design, Implementation,
and Future Prospects. Bulletin of the Geological Survey of Japan, vol. 75 (2), p. 73-81, 7 figs.

Abstract: This study proposes a new system, "Ask AnyOne", that aims to facilitate collaboration among
researchers with diverse specializations within research organizations. This system enables researchers
embarking on studies in new fields to ask questions about fields outside their expertise easily and receive
responses from relevant experts quickly, thereby minimizing their burden. Recognizing the importance
of collaboration among researchers with diverse specializations within research organizations and the
need to address temporal and psychological costs, we focus on improving the shortcomings of existing
systems. We analyzed the problems with existing systems and designed a system that allows collaboration
through questions and answers. Subsequently, we verified the effectiveness and utility of the system
through operational tests in a small-scale organization. In particular, we analyzed the trends of questions
and answers and considered the effectiveness and prospects of the system. Our findings indicate that
this system has the potential to facilitate communication and collaboration among researchers, thereby

enhancing the quality and efficiency of research.

Keywords: researcher, collaboration, web system, question, network
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AKWF7E T, MIFEHLERR © 0 24k 2 B & Fohf%e
HEDOA TRV —v 3 VEREET 20 DOH LY AT
L[Ask AnyOne] Z2E T 5. 2DV 27 4%, WEH
AEGOHMND IR T 2 Bl ARSIy, B
FTHHME» LM LRELFLZ L E2HMEL, HiL
WSO IZE D W 575 O B A I/ NRIZ T 2
5ZL#HEBTEOTHD. AW TIE, WFIEMFANT
SRR EEMEE R OMIEEROI IR -2 3 VOEE
P EERR - OB T 2 P AFERL, BlET5V AT A
OMENERET 2 HEMIEH L. 22T, BRGED
VAT LAORES ESHL, BREHEEBE LT TR
V=g VISR Y AT A% Lz, ZDH%, V2
T LN LR COEMAT 2 FEBL T, ZORE
EHHMEERGEL 22, RS, B & E oM E 5T L,
VAT LDEMEE SHOBEIZONTERE L Z0

VAT LT, IEHEMOaI =y —Ya v EhER
2T B LT, MEOE LR e b X5 e A
HLTW3.
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DEE L, RAOCTEOMESIAT L TITbh T b
25 LzMfkic T, W, REREI 2 INEBREE 2317
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7 —v L EFBARBIEOCIRHIIZE A S, BOEOE R £ Gk
B4 % & v o 25 & TIRIEVWEA R £ 0. LaL,
MfkoORE R, Mo bidia 2 kM codE, %
iz 4 5. BEF, SDGsIcfRE I N5 X5 HEERMN &
ML, FPEOIMRIZE > TOAERINE DT
<, AL ESE T L, TR EED 52
Wik 5755, Lird, EOXS M, #EEIKD
THITEETI R,

ZD7=%, HMTBHORL B L TR NEE D%
M2AaISKL—vavy$5Z80, KEELTEERIRN
IR L, X HITIEH LDl &2 Al 3 2 58 I & 4 5
235, WIFEENIC ZRRENLETH 5 FHRIT & < HfF
EhTnT, HMMEORLE 255 EOHERZRIE v
TIAV AV ML THERINDZZ LN L 0. I
12 H OB B AR TR X 7z SRR SE A 22 Al Y
4V M AR EXERZEFHEEBICHREINR TS
U (Polyakov ef al., 2017 5 Shen et al., 2021 ; Subramanyam
1983) St [alff 75 0 He3FH WL, MEETEEME, BRI R
M, T2 DOAFH, WEODEZEKE, WD2H»0D
F] 55 % F5 > T T (Katz and Martin, 1997), FEEFIZHRI &
NBIMXLDIFL AL S HFHFH L TH 5 (Kraut et al., 1988).

72720, IRV =3 3 VIEED 2D D BARK Ltk
BZ LW, BB Eas AL —v 3 VABEE LS
HEOMRIICE N AR L HIMEOREIX, K& hilE
Thb. %< OB, BisdNz &S iz -
T RERIAEE W TR, ZO&S &HEREBZ -
FENAEI TR - a VHAHRKETSZ & I3EEL W,
/2, ATRL =V a VOMBEIRBEHLOAIRENE
MTHHHHT, 35K -V avEiETE200Y
AT LD 2 % KL 2 2 b OSIZIRET &
LNEAS.

PESEFARAR A IIZERT (BT T EERRWT]) 13 H A D A IF5E
WRID—DThY, FITHTHEDORRBIZET S720DIA
s —~v&Hf->T03%. Thoid-btoDOKkE &iff
FHATISHRR S, HEMAEERN =TAERIN— 4
LOBBEEAZ ZHMTH 5. HRBIIER» ST
DTN — T E 7213 F— L5 HAE L, ThoaH#
BED MR =y F @Mty 4 —LIREh3), %
O A7 OWFFERE & S R SRR ISR L Tn .
FORENT, MEEIZIL—T 5O EMONES L
M I2=r—v a VT3R8 kL, R
2=y PRI E - WA aI a2 =Y 3 VO
2R EHIThrn. TR, 2L DOMEEIEGD
MRT — <54 5N RREORTICEP LTS
HBVFHMESR R L ZMAENEE B IIHERTE X
WEWSZZHEABEBRLTWSEESS. LaLl, midl
=& D1, A Voo b OEOEHTI R RCR R
AT RV = g VEAEBMT2HITIE, TIRTNO SR
BHFESBOMEZELE DI 22— 3 V&L LS

BARTRTHS. RN TE Y HaEE s i - &
L THD, KK & D Synthesiology (¥ Vv Fa v —)
EVISEMEEERTLTCINERIILLTEA(V VL
VoY —mERAS, 2021). V4TI EB RS EE
TR &S MR A BEEGRR L, W85 & BRIk L C o
REEZMEIEBHILT, HilhkIaIa=r—rarvm
BWXERIH T AHDMAZIT> TS, — 4T, FkD
AR % I KRER A - FERBE A RIS Z T B
7259,

ATk, FBEHEIIRL —Y 3 VAR EE LS
HEEDBIITH S ANB & HPIMEOEHEE L v S K& ik
BICRL, BRI BOaITRL -2 30T 4
==y aVERETERODY AT LERETS L
HFHRET S, FHZ, ERLEY 257 4103, Bk 3HM
YL OWTOD L VA RIEL, WAICRIERMIC
HMMED R 2 B OWIZEE & 8 X ¢ 5 1B » ARt
L, YZAT7 4L LTHAFFETEELR I X PO THEET
X A5 FRL—T g ryRaAIa=FT—v 3 YOEIZ—
EFEETH B I L ERL .

2. H&
2.1 BEOY AT LEZORES

EDE>uHE - Y274 Thh, FHHZZLE ST
DENEPBOENDE ZENEETH L. WEELFIHE
L LGA, EEHO-DOERZER /T35 Z
LidRE AR EELOLNS. 2I T, &ZITHEER
il Z SN TZ 3RS D 32 EEANE, MIRIZZL
WEGIORIFES BB - 72 & Z OFSRE Z Z 134
WAHIFE N B3O —2Th 3. Thbb, HFANT
HIFRIZZ L 8 O OFREMIIITRET 5 s WA X
BICE A EME T30 EICEM L, BIEESEND
RN ER EB DAL LTHETE 5 X5 RBERM L0
EDV AT LRSI, THITESTEOMIEE %
IEBLZRVIRRE BB EELEND. ZLT, ZDOVZ
FLARARERRD KT 2 F THATE % &5 REE» 5
HEITNRETH 5.

ZH5LEVATLDHT, REVYTINEY AT L
BB Th 5. AERICEMAE2FHEIAL, i
AMEL T N5 L EFD. SNS (Social Networking
Service) 3% 9 LWV ENRTZE 572545, LaL, Z
DY AT LITIE—DODOKRE LS DH 5. ZHTmEH
DIAZPEN—-FALBETELRTHS. FIFHHE %
FH)PEHBOICBEMIERRAREL, BocBRd 3E
ML L, BNOKRZ 2 TRIET 2 DIdKkE X
BiHE L5, BReLTC, AaBESrHEL el
B A#BZADMBFHL AL B B720, VAT LD
M2 AREHEIEVWEE L 5N 5.

WAETIX, ARAI (Artificial Intelligence) DR & H%h
THHEELZOND. ZOMHESMNFEIDEFZHITHEA
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TED, HHiAERTHIUZChatGPT (Ray, 2023) F D%t
FELY 2T AAHIEIZRIZ LTS hBZ 820, Ly
L, ERANZZ DRIBERDOFE» S, LIZLIEHS

RIRATORT 2 faftE S K <F5 T3 (Ray, 2023).

HIEO ECVERICIE RS A R TAKANL S % O
RRIENFH 2N Z 0O —DTh 57, BIRTEK S h
T3 L iFFV#v, FFREIERATS R L 72 01E %
T7 2 F 2y 2 TE5R0ERHD, ZOEDIIh» 597
TR T E 2o,

flizZEz 63 HEEA—) Y2 Y A2 ML) RT A
7 by THAEATZSNSED Y AT LThH5H. MLR
SNSDOF Z 2 vy TEANIHHFITEEE x — L AL
KBT vy MTHBZ LT, BRIZ@mHEINIZSML T
WAIIREDOHICHE O, FIHBIERENICERRKE R
IZW L BB AN, EZAMBMLIZIE, FIHEREL &
5Z ETEBOMENEZ B L2367 5 80D
MARb5. FRBREHEME»SRELN D OEM
OHTIE, ZEHEVSBHOEMMEICAERT S Z L AR

L, BEZR->TRIETZ 2 HMIIZ S snEEbh 3.

LA, N5 & HUEREIRY 2 IS HFFEERH & R &
nsZtgrliensd. ZOME BRPEREIIS
MLIE[REE A — L [ S hgigsha< e, BIEOH
JEAMKT U, BRI, B & AT H
FHEYuL kD, i, METTHLIPOAIZ, HAGE
TO X =)L OREREE A (D) —EDFLEEAH K
BoNdZEeMnBn. [BHEICIA-TEDETIEVS
7oA, RS AT 5 Z & LB N — F
LD LT ORRRERE IZ & > T T 2 AT
BE, I o OTFMIZEMEIC S I &M% H
SRt .

iz g, AP FE DL RER 2 EBH L, Mk
BIZ /oo RZF NG L2 BT, B/ Rk
EEARL T 2D TV -7 =2 Thh, H
[l 1t (Socialization), % M} 1t (Externalization), #& & 1t
(Combination) , L (Internalization) D 7' ¥ A7 5 75
% SECIE 7 L% (Julpisit and Esichaikul, 2019) & {2 X h
TWa., 2L, ZhEBERDe Y M 25252 810C
BRITH o7& LTH, HENZLN S ORGP %
T EZLIHTE2I2 MOBIAL2LBEATIES TIEA
Wy,

2.2 BWARLEVZATL

KAZINE 2FIRFICIRRT 2728, RO =DD5MH
B TERY - RBEE EE L B, FIHE
IZES5TIV Y RY=THBZL. Thbb, FHET
b BWRENARIZFIHT 5 Z & THRERFELE T hR
TWEREI A MES Z L A ATRE T, 2 BN &l 23]
BaRDENZ &, 0, BRI 2 FBAMERWZ L. §

bbb, ZLOBEEEHRATLIILaHENTZSI L.

FIAEERICHAE L TWAE SV IV TEATES T L.
BEAIEREF 2 T4 REATVHEZE. B0k
S, V27 LOEHEMAFIHETH 2WEE B EHLIC
HfgcxsZ L,

KA ZOEMFIEHAET IV AT LELT, AV IA4
v ETOBEMEREQ&A) DY AT AIZEHLEZ Z
DEIBV AT LORRITNLDE IR TED, Hi
ZIBEIZBIHEZER LD L v b7 — 2 % World Wide
Web (L F[Webl) 25 HEINIZHE 5 Z & T, EEHTF%
W4 %Y 27 L8 ES6 7z (BE, 2005 ; Matsuo et al.,
2006, Matsuo et al., 2008). L22L, ZTh5DNL D2k
BECEY - 208M2IE L, IR TS &
WWA/2UY, Wang et al. (2018) 12 & 251, Q&AT 2
T LDV TORAEDHEREE2 XS ELHTHD, Thic
SNBSS ETITHRESNRTELY 2T 2OREIE, WY
WCWARRIHFIZE S TIL Y R —TiRENnEns Z
LR ol FIT, AWRICKT 5 BAR R ENIZ,
Q&AL AT LIZDNWT, BRITR L2 =20% M%7z
FEER Y 2T A &FEBEL, ISR BRI E
452 T, ZOFRABICIOVTHRFNTEILTH%.

B EREOBIEE T3 7=, KL I3k LSNS
EEBDOTIE AL, BICZROMBENMERL TSP 2
FoEMS. WEY ZAF LIFBEEWT T r—v 3
VIV =L = BITEEL Y Y LR ERERH
DWebRX—=T &, T o PallDA - ZT LNEKD
V2T LAEPICET AE¥E, FHELEhALZS 2T A
Ty TTF— b AR, V2T LI2BINT A%EH MO
HRMERItR A2 £ T ILFRFR L v b — 2 O L HM
FIFZOBEHIEEIRE R0, V2T AIZBML 2=0f%
Fix, BEMRH > T3 RBBEIZ DO TER % Web 5 2
ERE. VAT LEFZOBEMESMNTEIET, BT
7 H D S B E BN OB O ifgEE (BEN
EEEE) ZEMFIST U CIRET 5. BRFTRE
NIEN A OEFH» SREREEBISRRTS 2L T
VAT ADBAEE S TICA—ABREINS. OEE
BZELEA—APE5Weblc7 7 XA LTHIETSZ L
NTES., BonOEE A —MICTERZIZEI NS,
KA IZ—HORND R & — b &k ZEMORRICELE
W, TOY AT L%"Ask AnyOne" ([ (84 A 121
Z 9 JOLITTAAO)) & 46T OKkiZ 2, 2020) FEEEL 72
(GE1X).

HELZ LZ, Bl - ABZEZIZLSTAILY
EINTHRTOEN DR R/ NRIZT 572912, HM
XOERE(Tabs, B A — Lk 2 5B H
BEINTBEZETHD. ZTDEDIZRLADY AT LI,
VAT ANOBNEERIEZ, BT — < ICBE S 5 —
T — FOBHEERD TS, ZOBHINLMET —~
IZHD XIS & ORBEMESHE X, BRI B D
EVFIIR L TORBRNE & G AZ A — L% Eh
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e S fHY" —0
OEEEES OEE (%) n
HEROTIR - RS ED R MRS 25 s
fERIDX =)L BRI B I DML B D EI BN IRHAE
SERPHIEL T <NBHFE
A—U>TUR N $ A EBAOLEIEE TS
i - BHCEEORE HRRSOHEEND
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11X Ask AnyOneDFEZX

Fig. 1 Conceptual diagram of Ask AnyOne (AAO).

HZriZhkd, WM —~0EIDONIZ LB ED
REA RBIFORFEEL L L) 2 TEDZTHIT 5729,
HARDHZEHD & K FIHT 23R NEEO—FETH 5F
PR E R 3 (RIS ZHGEICHV TS F— T —
N —E (HASAAIREL S, 2024) OFIH O HESE X L 5.
BRISCONFIZHD < BHEMED @ RIEE GEIEmN 74
M%E) DRE» 6, FEFICBEMXERETSETOF
NEIZXK DD THh 5. BEXBANEhZLE, V2T
LB HEEh2F -7 - e, BCH 5HFDHE
frry U —s WS ZEEOMN A EHE D, W@
Yl &G a7z b 2 %e U, B ICBEN 2RSS
EUTHRET S, BEMICIE, BB IA-ERX
&, VAT LDEBHREIHMOWEF—T - FEIKL
T, =9 — PR -3¢ 58852 AMUBREE LT
WET S, AHESZ L AL FIHTZ B3 XS, Zh
5D E G L 2R Y ZNTITAIERBETH 5 728,
2T T & D LH THRALUE A F-X B bigram (Collins, 1996)
AHWTHFH AR 5. £, BlEL2 550 UHH-
TWaHIE, BREFOHEMMEZL &SR R RILE BEL,
WY EmEEAE T2 et shd. £22T, VAT A
ZMEROLZRR (F v b T —2) & &I, BREE
HFEBRIZH 2MRE AR L COERN ERIE#H L LT
WET 5, HMEE EREOF— 7 — FIZHES R &
UHLFBRIZ D S A2 2 hd & R S h 2B TEN
BEHEHERL, RELOMEELENT LI L TH
MINEEGE X — LOREREHET 3.

B &2 T S 2 RH# L, BRSO A — Lo
FAOWebX—Y DY) v 7127 7k 2§52 & ThEH»H
BThs. WMEBEOHEIZ»r»BAHAEDEL T 57

W, TSR & Nz @ B RS R CCMk & FF T3 3,
BRT 2 EERNTEEE) #RIRTHZLT, U

Yoy I CHBISRIET A I LENTRETH . 5612,
HIERO 7+ — 252335 2T, BARNEHERE S
DHFESTE S, FNFEERZITN- ZEMES, BN
FIHT BHERBEER T Vo) vy THEO & D REX
NTW3, K43, 25 L-#EoEMNE CELH-x%
BIERIERS, 72 & ZBEMI TR Z 572 LTE, IR
125KV -V 3 VERTZDICEETH S EWFLT
W5,

WMEBIY AT 255 2 LT, 085V ERE
WABEZIRGI T2 20N L, F2EUCAGOE 72
MG RNLOIRFHE L BRDEHFENDE. RV 2T AT
S L 2R H NS B DTSR 2 JEFRVWDO 5
(ORI 2R L, LI TR -2 3 VO
VICEWRT . VAT ANHENTH 5 Z & &SNk
DRI 52 LT, BRZTTHL, BIETHZ L
OEFMEL/RL, RN LEEEEL TS, FH2XIC
AAODFIFHHZ OB A S &2 fl& UTRY. 22—
A VR =T 2= ADTHFA VIZBW IR ES
IZEE L 7=,

F77, SHEHERLET 3 43, WA 38 TR A —
VYN ZRMERRZY, QI 2275 =Y ayDHWEIC
VAT LENETHIET, EDLS nHiEEEOHEM
Mrbh, PN DED LA TORIEE Lizh, HEN
FHTH-7=haHETSEIENTES. F—213,
AXZOMLTHE TS X1, X0IRAEY ZT 4
DYRR, WIFRREIZT 4 — F/)Ny 255 720DMEH
5.
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2.3 RELEHR

oL, V2T LERIICADE TG LE Lib)ic
BIEAMA 5728, RIN/NMUELZHBCHEHT X b %
FidTsZ e Lz, ZO/NBUISEEME U, BRI
12364 B BIE AL S O FBUZ BT 72 ZE BRI T 72 A%
[ BRI SR PE 322 5 R (B-code) JBRIT AR pE
it 7e 7 8 (2024) 2R EL, Y AT L0842y b
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