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1. Introduction

The geologic timescale is one of the most important
frameworks for discovering Earth history. When we
construct a geologic timescale, we tie many chronos-
tratigraphic data such as that from biostratigraphy, mag-
netostratigraphy, stable isotope stratigraphy, and so on,
to chronometric data, including radioisotope dating, sea-
floor spreading interpolation and astronomical tuning
methods. For refining a geologic timescale, each com-
ponent of those should be critically tested and updated
by new data. 

A new geologic timescale (GTS2004; Lourens et al.,
2004) has been recently published. The new timescale is
constructed by astronomically-tuned biostratigraphy
throughout the Neogene period. However, only a few
sites, namely, Atlantic ODP Sites (925 and 926), Sicily
(Italy, Mediterranean) and Morocco, were used in the
late Miocene interval of the timescale. Therefore, we
should test the diachroneity of each biohorizon in
Pacific region by correlating biostratigraphic and
chronometric data.

The planktonic foraminiferal species Neogloboquadrina
acostaensis is one of the most famous marker species for
Late Miocene. The first occurrence (FO) of N. acostaen-
sis defines the zonal boundary between zones N.15 and
N.16 of Blow (1969). This biohorizon has been used for
identifying the Tortonian/Serravarian boundary for a
long time. In the new timescale GTS2004, the first regu-
lar occurrence (FRO) of N. acostaensis is proposed as an
index datum of the Tortonian/Serravarian boundary
(Hilgen et al., 2000; Lourens et al., 2004). However, the

FO of N. acostaensis has been reported as being diachro-
nous between low and middle latitudes (e.g. Hilgen et
al., 2000). Therefore, we need to confirm the availability
of this biohorizon for Pacific Neogene stratigraphy.

The Miocene Kubota Formation of the Tanagura area,
northeast Japan (Fig.1) yields abundant planktonic
foraminifers. In addition, this sequence is intercalated
with many volcaniclastic layers, some of which have
been dated by radiometric methods (Takahashi et al.,
2001a, b). The FO of N. acostaensis is restricted in the
lower part of the formation (Hayashi et al., 2002).

We examined the planktonic foraminiferal biostrati-
graphy of the lower part of the Kubota Formation for a
precise determination of the FO of N. acostaensis defin-
ing the N.15/N.16 boundary. Furthermore, we demon-
strate the reliability of the biohorizon for dating
Neogene marine strata.

2. Geologic setting of the Tanagura area

Neogene sequences are distributed as a half-basin
structure in the Tanagura area (Fig. 1). The tectonic
deformation is very slight except for the western margin
of the basin, which was deformed by Miocene tectonic
activity along the Tanagura Tectonic Line. 

Neogene sequences in the Tanagura area are divided
into three formations:  the Akasaka, Kubota and Nikogi
Formations, in ascending order (Fig. 2). These forma-
tions unconformably cover basement rocks belonging to
the Abukuma and Yamizo belts. The Akasaka Formation
is mainly composed of medium-grained sandstone with a
basal conglomerate. The Kubota Formation conformably
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covers the Akasaka Formation and consists of silty fine-
grained sandstone. This formation yields abundant
marine fossils including mollusks, foraminifers, diatoms,
and so on. The Nikogi Formation unconformably over-
lays the Kubota Formation and mainly consists of tuffa-
ceous sandstone with a thick basal conglomerate. 

The Akasaka and Kubota formations yield Shiobara-
type fauna (Iwasaki, 1970; Chinzei, 1986), which is one
of typical Japanese Miocene molluscan faunas. In addi-
tion, the Kubota Formation yields abundant microfossils.
Aita (1988) is the first to report planktonic foraminifers

from the Kubota Formation. Subsequently, Taketani and
Aita (1991) studied the radiolarian biostratigraphy of the
Kubota Formation. Shimamoto et al. (1998) examined
planktonic foraminifera, calcareous nannofossils and
radiolarians of the Kubota Formation. More recently,
Hayashi et al. (2002) re-examined its planktonic
foraminiferal biostratigraphy and Yanagisawa et al.
(2003) conducted detailed diatom biostratigraphy of the
Kubota Formation. According to those previous studies,
the Kubota Formation corresponds to planktonic
foraminiferal zone N.16 of Blow (1969), calcareous nan-
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Fig. 1 Sample locality on Geologic map of the Tanagura area (modified after Shimamoto et al.,
1998 and Hayashi et al., 2002). Topographic maps “Tanagura” and “Hanawa”, 1:25000 in
scale published by the Geographical Survey Institute of Japan.
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nofossil zones CN5b to CN7b of Okada and Bukry
(1980), diatom zone NPD6 of Yanagisawa and Akiba
(1998) and the radiolarian Lychnocanoma magnacornuta
Zone of Motoyama and Maruyama (1996). In addition,
radiometric ages have been obtained from two tuff lay-
ers, namely, KT-1 and KT-7 Tuffs (Takahashi et al.,
2001a, b) (Fig. 2). 

3. Material and method

Based on previous studies (Shimamoto et al., 1998;
Hayashi et al., 2002), we presumed that the FO of N.
acostaensis would be located around the KT-1 Tuff in
the lower part of the Kubota Formation. In order to
determine the precise position of the biohorizon, we col-
lected eleven sandstone samples around the KT-1 Tuff
at an interval of 0.2-1 m (Fig. 3). Rock samples (80
grams of dry weight) were disaggregated using the sodi-
um sulfate solution and naphtha methods, and wet-
sieved over a 250-mesh (63 micrometers opening).  The
residue was oven-dried and divided with a sample split-
ter.  Planktonic foraminifers were picked from fractions
coarser than 125 micrometers. SEM microphotographs
of important species were taken by a scanning electron
microscope (JSM-T220A; JEOL Co. Ltd., Tokyo,
Japan).

4. Result

Thirty-four planktonic foraminiferal taxa from nine
samples were detected (Table 1; Fig. 3). Two samples
above key bed Kt-1, namely, NK7.81 and NK7.83, con-
tain no foraminiferal fossils. The fossil preservation was
generally poor, owing to the dissolution of shell surface
structures and the accretion of sand grains. The maxi-
mum value for the planktonic foraminiferal number was
observed at the sample NK7.8 (369 individuals / g).   

Neogloboquadrina acostaensis successively occurs
from sample NK7.85 and upward. Globorotaloides fal-
conarae is found in sample NK7.88. Three biohorizons
are detected in this interval; the FO and FRO of N.
acostaensis is recognized between samples NK7.8 and
NK7.85. The FO of G. falconarae is placed below sam-
ple NK7.88. 

5. Discussion

The previous study has detected the FOs of N.
acostaensis and G. falconarae in the lower part of the
Kubota Formation (Hayashi et al., 2002). In the present
study, we determined detailed positions for these bio-
horizons. 

The FO and FRO of N. acostaensis are placed between
samples NK7.85 and NK7.8. The sample NK7.8 is only 8
cm below the KT-1 Tuff, in turn the sample NK7.85 is 90
cm above the tuff. We consider that the FO and FRO of
N. acostaensis in the Kubota Formation should be located
just above the KT-1 Tuff. 

The K-Ar and fission track (FT) ages of the KT-1 Tuff
were determined as 10.56 ± 0.18 Ma and 10.7 ± 0.2 Ma
(error in 1 sigma), respectively (Takahashi et al., 2001a).
In addition, key tuff KT-7, about 170 m upward of the
Kt-1 Tuff, was dated as 10.6 ± 0.3 Ma (error in 1 sigma)
by the FT method (Takahashi et al., 2001b). These radio-
metric ages indicate a high sedimentation rate for the
Kubota Formation. Accordingly, we consider that the
numerical ages of the FO and FRO of N. acostaensis in
the Tanagura area are given by the radiometric age of the
KT-1 Tuff (about 10.6 Ma). This age corresponds to the
middle part of geomagnetic subchron C5n.2n of both the
CK95 and GTS2004 timescales (Fig. 4). The difference
between the numerical ages of C5n.2n in CK95 and
GTS2004 is less than 0.1 Ma. Therefore, it is hard to
determine which timescale is more concordant with the
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Fig. 2  Schematic geologic column of the Neogene sequences in the Tanagura area.



present data. 
In previous studies of deep sea cores, the FO of N.

acostaensis has been calibrated to the lower part of sub-
chron C5n.2n in the middle-latitude regions of the North
Atlantic and the South Pacific (DSDP Sites 563, 588
and 608; compiled by Berggren et al., 1995) (Fig. 5).
Considering the analytical error for radiometric ages of
the KT-1 Tuff, the geomagnetic correlation of Berggren
et al. (1995) is concordant with the present study. 

Astronomical calibration of biohorizons has been con-
ducted for Miocene sedimentary sequences in Sicily, in
the Mediterranean (Hilgen et al., 2000; Sprovieri et al.,
2002). According to these results, the FO and FRO of N.
acostaensis are numerically dated to 11.80 Ma and
10.554 Ma, respectively (Sprovieri et al., 2002). The for-
mer age is significantly older than Pacific and Atlantic
ages proposed by Berggren et al. (1995) and in the pres-
ent study. On the other hand, the latter age shows good
agreement with the present study. The inconsistency
could result from dispersal of this species from the high-

latitude North Atlantic to other areas (Zachariasse and
Aubry, 1994). We point out that the FO of N. acostaensis
in DSDP Sites 588 (Jenkins and Srinivasan, 1986) and
608 (Weaver, 1987) may correspond to the FRO, like the
Tanagura area. Consequently, the FO of N. acostaensis
might be globally synchronous in mid-latitude regions
such as the North Atlantic, South Pacific and Northwest
Pacific. 

Astronomical calibration was also been conducted at
equatorial Atlantic ODP Sites 925 and 926 (compiled by
Lourens et al., 2004). At those sites, the FO of N.
acostaensis was calculated as 9.83 Ma and located in
subchron C5n.1n of both CK95 and GTS2004. This age
is about 1 Ma younger than in mid-latitude regions. As
previously reported, the FO of N. acostaensis is diachro-
nous between low-latitudes and mid-latitudes (Hilgen et
al., 2000; Turco et al., 2002). However, the Neogene
magneto-biostratigraphic timescale of GTS2004
(Lourens et al., 2004, Fig. 21.1) is based only on low-lat-
itude ages (Fig. 4). For mid-latitude Miocene sequences,
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Fig. 3  Stratigraphic distribution of selected species in the lower part of the Kubota Formation. Samples in
bold characters were examined in the present study, whereas others were examined by Hayashi et al.
(2002).
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we propose that the magneto-biostratigraphic relation-
ship of Berggren et al. (1995) is more suitable than that
of GTS2004. 

6. Conclusion

Detailed planktonic foraminiferal sampling was con-
ducted on the lower part of the Kubota Formation in the
Tanagura area, Northeast Japan, to precisely determine
the FO of N. acostaensis and thus define the zonal
boundary between zones N.15 and N.16 of Blow (1969).
The FO and FRO of N. acostaensis are just above the
KT-1 Tuff that has been dated at 10.56±0.18 Ma by the
K-Ar method and 10.7±0.2 Ma by the FT method. These
ages suggest that the FO and FRO of N. acostaensis in
the Tanagura area are essentially equal to 10.6 Ma. This
numerical age corresponds to geomagnetic subchron
C5n.2n on the basis of both standard timescales for
CK95 and GTS2004. This magneto-biostratigraphic cor-
relation is generally concordant with previous studies
based on mid-latitude deep-sea sites. We conclude that
the FO of N. acostaensis has good potential for dating
marine strata in mid-latitude regions. 

7. Taxonomic notes

Genus Neogloboquadrina Bandy, 
Frerichs and Vincent, 1967

Neogloboquadrina acostaensis (Blow), 1959.
Globorotalia acostaensis Blow, 1959 pl. 17, figs. 106a-c.
Remarks: Twenty-seven specimens were detected in the
present samples. This species is characterized by having
a strongly lobulate equatorial periphery and low slit-like
aperture with a distinct lip. Most individuals in the
Tanagura area are dextral-coiled. In the Mediterranean,
dextral coiling individuals are dominant in the interval
from 11.178 to 10.011 Ma (Hilgen et al., 2000). 

Neogloboquadrina atlantica praeatlantica Foresi,
Iaccarino and Salvatorini, 2002.

Neogloboquadrina atlantica praeatlantica Foresi,
Iaccarino and Salvatorini, 2002 pl.1, figs. 1-13; pl.2,
figs. 1-13.

Neogloboquadrina cf. pachyderma (Ehrenberg).Aita
et al., 1999, p. 105, pl. 6, figs. 2a-c.

Neogloboquadrina cf. continuosa (Blow). Hayashi et
al., 2002, fig. 5, 5a-c, 6a-c; Hayashi and Takahashi,
2004, fig 3, 3a-c.

Neogloboquadrina atlantica (Berggren) (small-sized).

― 419 ―

   
D

en
to

gl
ob

ig
er

in
a 

al
tis

pi
ra

 g
lo

bo
sa

 (
B

ol
li)

   
B

io
rb

ul
in

a 
bi

ob
at

a
(d

'O
rb

ig
ny

)

   
C

at
ap

sy
dr

ax
 

sp
p.

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

a 
an

gu
st

iu
m

bi
lic

at
a

 B
ol

li

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

a 
fa

lc
on

en
si

s
 B

lo
w

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

a 
bu

llo
id

es
d'

O
rb

ig
ny

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

a 
ps

eu
do

ci
pe

ro
en

si
s

 B
lo

w

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

a 
w

oo
di

 J
en

ki
ns

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

el
la

 o
be

sa
 (

B
ol

li)

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

ita
 g

lu
tin

at
a

 (
E

gg
er

)

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

ita
 u

vu
la

 (
E

hr
en

be
rg

)

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

oi
de

s 
bo

lli
i 

B
lo

w

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

oi
de

s 
im

m
at

ur
us

 L
eR

oy

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

oi
de

s 
ob

liq
uu

s
 B

ol
li

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

oi
de

s 
qu

ad
ril

ob
at

us
 (

d'
O

rb
ig

ny
)

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

oi
de

s 
ru

be
r

 (
d'

O
rb

ig
ny

)

   
G

lo
bi

ge
rin

oi
de

s 
tr

ilo
bu

s
 (

R
eu

ss
)

   
G

lo
bo

qu
ad

rin
a 

de
hi

sc
en

s
 (

C
ha

pm
an

, P
ar

r 
an

d 
C

ol
lin

s)

   
G

lo
bo

qu
ad

rin
a 

ve
ne

zu
el

an
a

  (
H

ed
be

rg
)

   
G

lo
bo

ro
ta

lia
 c

ul
tr

at
a

 (
d'

O
rb

ig
ny

)

   
G

lo
bo

ro
ta

lia
 le

ng
ua

en
si

s
 B

ol
li

  G
lo

bo
ro

ta
lia

 m
io

ze
a 

F
in

la
y

   
G

lo
bo

ro
ta

lia
 s

pp
.

   
G

lo
bo

ro
ta

lo
id

es
 fa

lc
on

ar
ae

 G
ia

nn
el

li 
an

d 
S

al
va

to
rin

i

   
G

lo
bo

ro
ta

lo
id

es
 s

pp
.

   
G

lo
bo

tu
rb

or
ot

al
ita

 d
ec

or
ap

er
ta

 (
Ta

ka
ya

na
gi

 a
nd

 S
ai

to
)

   
G

lo
bo

tu
rb

or
ot

al
ita

 n
ep

en
th

es
 (

To
dd

)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a 

ac
os

ta
en

si
s

 (
B

lo
w

) 
4-

ch
am

be
rs

 (
de

xt
ra

l)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a 

ac
os

ta
en

si
s

 (
B

lo
w

) 
 4

-c
ha

m
be

rs
 (

si
ni

st
ra

l)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a 

ac
os

ta
en

si
s

 (
B

lo
w

) 
 5

-c
ha

m
be

rs
 (

de
xt

ra
l)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a 

ac
os

ta
en

si
s

 (
B

lo
w

) 
5-

ch
am

be
rs

  (
si

ni
st

ra
l)

   
O

rb
ul

in
a 

su
tu

ra
lis

 B
ro

en
ni

m
an

n

   
S

ph
ae

ro
id

in
el

lo
ps

is
 s

em
in

ul
in

a
 (

S
ch

w
ag

er
)

   
Tu

rb
or

ot
al

ita
 q

ui
nq

ue
lo

ba
 (

N
at

la
nd

)

   
S

pe
ci

es

   
To

ta
l n

um
be

r 
of

 id
en

tifi
ed

 s
pe

ci
m

en
s

   
M

is
ce

lla
ne

ou
s

   
To

ta
l n

um
be

r 
of

 s
pe

ci
m

en
s

   
P

re
se

rv
at

io
n 

(p
oo

r 
1

5 
go

od
)

NK10   3 16 122  83 5 39  6 8 5 2 2   2    5     2  87 7 3 11 1  15 1 19 425 115 540 2

NK8 1  4  82 5 35  19  2 2               1  55 6 8 11 1    12 232 80 312 2

NK7.95 16 13 2 2 7 1 1 5 2 7 47 18 65 1

NK7.88 99 7 16 7 6 6 1 9 1 2 7 4 51 3 5 10 1 1 16 236 109 345 2

NK7.85 2 65 21 13 1 10 6 2 2 1 3 4 2 2 2 3 1 15 140 51 191 2

NK7.8 4 295 4 23 32 3 4 3 1 1 2 1 3 2 1 15 379 82 461 2

NK7.5 2 3 212 4 47 55 5 1 3 2 2 2 1 1 2 15 342 59 401 3

NK7  1 2 15 96  22  20   1 1                       8  9 165 44 209 1

NK6.8 3 283 3 24 91 6 14 2 5 1 1 1 2 8 3 16 446 65 511 3

NK6.5 1 129 13 47 3 5 6 3 3 1 1 11 212 7 219 3

NK6     +  +  +  + + +                        + 7 - - 73 2

NK5.5 2 127 1 20 33 4 2 3 6 4 1 1 1 3 14 207 16 223 3

NK5.3   2 1 104  5  27 1 4 5 6 2      1    3             4 13 165 12 177 3
   

N
eo

gl
ob

oq
ua

dr
in

a 
ps

eu
do

pa
ch

yd
er

m
a

 (
C

ita
, P

re
m

ol
i-S

ilv
a 

an
d 

R
os

si
) 

(d
ex

tr
al

)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a 

ps
eu

do
pa

ch
yd

er
m

a
 (

C
ita

, P
re

m
ol

i-S
ilv

a 
an

d 
R

os
si

) 
(s

in
is

tr
al

)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a

 c
f. 

m
ay

er
i 

(C
us

hm
an

 a
nd

 E
lli

so
r)

 s
en

su
 H

ay
as

hi
 e

t a
l.(

20
02

) 
(d

ex
tr

al
)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a 

at
la

nt
ic

a 
pr

ae
at

la
nt

ic
a

 F
or

es
i, 

Ia
cc

ar
in

o 
an

d 
S

al
va

to
rin

i (
de

xt
ra

l)

   
N

eo
gl

ob
oq

ua
dr

in
a 

at
la

nt
ic

a 
pr

ae
at

la
nt

ic
a

 F
or

es
i, 

Ia
cc

ar
in

o 
an

d 
S

al
va

to
rin

i (
si

ni
st

ra
l)

Table 1  Planktonic foraminifers of the lower part of the Kubota Formation. Samples displayed by bold characters are
examined in the present study. Others are quoted from Hayashi et al. (2002).



Hilgen et al., 2000, pl.2, figs. 1-4.
Remarks: More than 200 specimens were obtained. This
subspecies differs from N. continuosa in having a widely
varying position of the aperture, which is often umbilical
to extraumbilical position (Hayashi et al., 2002). Foresi et
al. (2002) regarded this subspecies as an ancestor of N.
acostaensis. We consider that Neogloboquadrina cf.
mayeri (Cushman and Ellisor) sensu Hayashi et al. (2002;
fig. 3, 8a-c) and the present study might be an intermedi-
ate form between N. atlantica praeatlantica and N.
acostaensis. 
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北西太平洋中緯度地域における浮遊性有孔虫化石帯N.15 帯と N.16 帯境界の数値年代

林　広樹・高橋雅紀

要　旨

福島県棚倉地域の久保田層下部について詳細な浮遊性有孔虫生層序を検討した結果，化石帯N.15 帯と N.16 帯の境界
を定義する生層準 Neogloboquadrina acostaensisの初産出を凝灰岩鍵層KT-1 の直上に認めた．この凝灰岩鍵層の放射年代
に基づき，本地域における N. acostaensisの初産出年代を 10.6 Ma と見積もった．これまでに報告されている深海掘削の
データから判断すると，この生層準は少なくとも中緯度地域では同時性を示し，年代対比に有用であると考えられる．


