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Abstract : In order to investigate the geochemical characteristics of elements and recent
environmental pollutions in the Lake Suwa, two hundred and one bottom sediments were
analyzed for iron, manganese, copper, lead, zinc, nickel, chromium, vanadium, lithium,
organic carbon, and sulfur.

The elements, such as copper, lead, zinc, nickel and chromium are concentrated
clearly at the sediment layers generally between 20 and 40 cm in subbottom depth, while
iron, manganese, lithium and organic carbon behaved in different manner. It is considered
that the high content of the former five heavy metals may be caused mainly by the recent
environmental pollution.

Several flood sediment layers are found in the sediment cores from the undredged
lake areas. The flood sediments are generally depleted in heavy metals and dominant in
coarse fraction sediment particles. The vertical profiles of some heavy metal concentra-
tions are affected by the flood sediments.

An average sedimentation rate in Lake Suwa is estimated to be 12.0+2.1 mm/year
based on vertical profiles of chromium concentration and flood sediments at 1961. This
rate corresponds to about ten times of that of other lakes situated around the plains in
Japan. The great sedimentation rate of Lake Suwa may be caused by the large dimension
and the rapid streams of catchment area.
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Fig. 2 Sampling locations of bottom sediments in Lake Suwa.
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Fig. 5 Comparison of vertical variation of the concen-
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the core samples collected from nealy the lake
center in the different period of 1961, 1987 and
1991.
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Tablel Average contents of nine elements for upper and lower layer sediments.
Sampling Location () Fe Mu Cu Pb Zn Ni Cr V Org.C
period (cm) (%) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (%)
1991 0-5 51  5.50 1,281 124 40 272 84 101 145 4.72
1987+ 0-5 55 5.26 1,108 122 45 291 82 135 156 4.48

>40 53  5.31 1,240 61 22 116 54 70 178 3.01

*From Terashima et al. (1990).
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Fig. 6 Horizontal variation of the concentration of iron, manganese, copper, lead, nickel and
vanadium in the Lake Suwa surface (0-5cm) sediments.
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Table2 Sedimentation rates in the Lake Suwa, Japan.

Station Water depth Sedimentation rate
No. (m) (mm/yr)
1987-2 4.65 8.7
5 5.75 12.5
6 2.60 8.7
9 6.10 12.5
10 5.55 12.5
12 3.20 12.5
13 5.35 12.5
14 6.25 8.7
17 6.15 12.5
20 5.15 12.5
22 4.15 8.7
23 3.45 12.5
30 4.50 8.7
1991—10 4.30 14.2
13 5.80 14.2
15 3.70 14.2
18 4.20 10.8
22 6.30 14.2
24 5.60 14.2
29 5.90 14.2
Average(A), Water depth: <5m, n=9 11.0+£2.4
(B), Water depth: >5m, n=11 12.8+1.6
(C), All the sites, n=20 12.0+£2.1
Megumi (1978), Pb-210 method 3.9
Nishimura (1978), Cs-137 method 15
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Table A-1 Analytical results for lake Suwa sediments (1991).

Sample Station Location Fe Mn Cu Pb Zn Ni Cr A\ Li Org.C S
No. No. (em) (%) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (%) (%)
1 1 0—1 5.31 1,350 148 43 310 77 85 126 52 5.16 0.24
2 (2.6m)* 4—5 5.33 1,200 158 43 311 74 86 124 51 — —
3 2 0—1 5.00 700 82 32 186 36 58 140 25 1.68 0.52
4 (2.5m)* 4—5 5.42 860 148 43 310 63 91 140 31 — —
5 3 0—1 5.27 880 191 57 391 111 152 146 46 4.80 0.30
6 (4.4m)* 4—5 5.40 1,300 177 55 356 94 135 130 46 — —
7 4 0—1 5.52 1,530 140 46 284 89 110 132 47 5.36 0.27
8 (4.6m)* 4—5 5.52 1,180 144 47 288 93 113 136 46 — —
9 5 0—1 5.54 1,440 149 46 300 90 108 132 49 5.48 0.28
10 (4.7m)* 4—5 5.66 1,430 164 48 308 94 130 133 50 —
11 6 0—1 5.68 1,430 157 47 348 94 97 140 57 5.36 0.30
12 (3.0m)* 4—35 5.63 1,250 152 47 345 105 98 141 56 — —
13 7 0—1 5.42 1,240 168 50 383 83 84 132 61 — —
14 (2.6m)* 4—5 5.40 1,250 168 49 392 84 84 134 60 5.50 0.31
15 8 0—1 5.31 1,340 167 62 416 220 101 129 36 3.86 0.24
16 (2.5m)* 4—5 5.23 1,330 162 59 408 217 98 127 36 — —
17 9 0—1 5.22 1,090 116 48 274 84 85 134 40 407 0.18
18 (4.0m)* 4—5 5.22 1,050 117 50 273 82 85 133 40 — —
19 10 0—1 5.16 1,050 106 38 224 60 68 133 33 — —
20 (4.3m)* 4—5 5.21 1,050 106 35 225 59 66 141 32 4.40 0.25
21 5—10 5.12 960 105 33 208 53 64 — 31 — —
22 10—15 5.10 800 106 33 217 62 66 — 34 — —
23 15—20 4.83 650 99 32 198 59 64 — 33 — —
24 20—25 4.69 630 97 32 196 50 58 — 32 — —
25 30—35 5.00 840 127 41 234 55 152 — 25 — —
26 40—45 4.88 930 70 23 120 28 74 — 25 — —
27 11 0—1 5.43 1,290 130 46 273 79 96 136 41 4.88 0.28
28 (5.2m)* 4—5 5.30 1,210 128 42 266 76 92 138 40 — —
29 12 0—1 5.63 1,720 121 37 255 139 98 140 45 — —
30 (5.7m)* 4—5 5.26 1,440 120 40 240 84 90 138 42 5.34 0.30
31 13 0—1 5.01 870 121 39 232 ez 96 154 42 — —
32 (5.8m)* 4—5 5.29 1,280 120 36 240 86 88 151 43 4.95 0.27
33 5—10 5.20 1,130 124 3 234 83 93 — 44 — —
34 10—15 5.60 1,130 127 35 234 88 96 — 43 — —
35 15—20 5.28 780 122 35 231 99 112 — 42 — —
36 20—25 5.19 790 156 48 319 98 148 — 43 — —
37 30—35 4.83 850 179 56 394 115 284 — 38 — —
38 35—40 4.86 930 116 33 220 64 173 — 37 — —
39 40—45 5.03 1,010 78 24 126 39 66 — 29 — —
40 60—65 6.06 1,510 70 36 150 50 62 — 47 — —
41 80—85 5.65 1,260 66 23 92 54 62 — 57 — —
42 14 0—1 5.48 1,360 132 41 270 86 96 142 43 - —
43 (5.2m)* 4—5 5.68 1,490 134 43 276 85 96 142 46 5.16 0.29
44 15 0—1 5.65 1,550 142 44 306 91 96 136 52 — —
45 (3.7m)* 4—5 5.82 1,440 146 45 318 95 101 140 52 5.36 0.29
46 5—10 6.00 1,370 152 43 311 100 108 — 53 5.02 0.29
47 10—15 5.88 1,210 154 42 310 98 106 — 52 4.96 0.28
48 15—20 5.62 900 168 49 355 113 134 — 53 4.75 0.37
49 20—25 5.41 870 201 60 422 123 185 — 52 4.84 0.50
50 30—35 5.46 1,070 151 54 361 102 235 — 49 4.33 0.55
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Table A-1 Continued

Sample Station Location Fe Mn Cu Pb Zn Ni Cr A% Li Org.C S
No. No. (cm) (%) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (%) (%)
51 40—45 5.83 1,390 83 42 212 48 58 — 55 4.16 0.29
52 60—65 5.80 1,180 65 24 113 53 57 — 62 3.45 0.36
53 16 0—1 6.58 1,750 126 37 402 94 84 135 61 4.86 0.29
54 (2.1m)* 4—5 6.01 1,250 98 34 280 76 75 154 63 — —
55 17 0—1 6.48 1,580 158 62 480 103 224 138 52 4.04 0.31
56 (2.7m)* 4—5 6.70 1,700 150 63 476 103 220 140 51 — —
57 18 0—1 5.82 1,590 152 58 364 103 163 130 45 4.84 0.24
58 (4.2m)* 4—5 5.00 950 161 59 365 111 183 140 45 — —
59 5—10 4.61 780 172 62 390 105 234 — 45 4.55 0.45
60 10—15 4.48 770 211 85 451 114 470 — 42 4.46 0.58
61 15—20 4.99 920 187 85 418 98 760 — 40 4.22 0.66
62 20—25  5.40 1,200 132 66 294 75 525 — 41 3.49 0.40
63 30—35 5.81 1,630 71 47 190 53 76 — 46 3.06 0.23
64 40—45 6.58 2,200 60 38 131 61 70 — 47 2.40 0.25
65 60—65 6.13 1,480 61 27 102 61 64 — 60 2.74 0.39
66 19 0—1 5.55 1,690 129 45 280 84 106 131 41 — —
67 (5.4m)* 4—5 5.62 1,710 131 49 282 86 106 136 41 4.60 0.25
68 20 0—1 5.15 1,660 109 36 232 67 80 127 37 4.83 0.23
69 (5.9m)* 4—5 5.28 1,530 111 38 234 72 81 134 37 — —
70 21 0—1 5.39 1,210 123 37 249 80 98 138 41 4.88 0.27
71 (6.3m)* 4—5 5.46 1,300 122 38 250 80 100 139 42 — —
72 22 0—1 5.45 1,360 116 33 230 83 96 144 43 5.06 0.27
73 (6.3m)* 4—5 5.41 1,100 114 35 226 81 92 143 39 — —
74 5—10 b5.41 1,150 110 35 217 86 90 — 41 4.75 0.34
75 10—15 5.35 850 110 33 219 90 92 — 41 4.46 0.33
76 15—20 5.22 760 116 36 221 95 116 — 40 4.18 0.35
77 20—25  4.92 780 158 48 342 88 160 — 40 4.55 0.49
78 25—30 4.75 820 193 56 415 106 214 — 43 4.36  0.47
79 30—35 4.82 770 151 50 344 95 275 — 35 3.84 0.60
80 40—45 4.98 940 67 22 100 34 56 — 23 4.00 0.43
81 60—65 5.70 1,410 64 31 138 44 53 — 44 3.01 0.23
82 80—85 5.42 1,220 62 23 98 46 50 — 52 2.90 0.31
83 23 0—1 5.37 1,560 105 32 202 80 82 144 43 5.15 0.24
84 (5.9m)* 4—5 5.42 1,110 105 32 201 83 85 154 40 — —
85 24 0—1 5.40 1,130 122 35 236 82 85 148 43 5.03 0.25
86 (5.6m)* 4—5 5.42 1,110 121 35 231 85 85 126 42 — —
87 5—10 5.40 950 117 33 227 84 88 — 45 — —
88 10—15 5.23 780 115 34 220 92 90 — 44 — —
89 15—20 5.26 700 113 36 210 118 132 — 40 — —
90 20—25 5.14 740 138 44 292 103 126 — 41 — —
91 30—35 4.88 800 160 52 373 105 246 — 40 — —
92 35—40 5.00 950 101 31 182 56 136 — 37 — —
93 40—45 5.06 1,000 68 22 110 35 58 — 25 — —
94 60—65 5.95 1,610 68 33 152 46 57 — 49 — —
95 25 0—1 5.77 1,400 135 40 296 87 92 148 50 5.17 0.25
96 (3.5m)* 4—5 5.10 1,130 127 38 256 72 120 150 37 — —
97 26 0—1 5.51 1,190 140 37 304 80 72 142 52 5.26 0.25
98 (23m) * 4—5 5.38 1,160 139 36 290 78 73 142 51 — —
99 27 0—1 5.80 1,620 141 43 330 88 161 142 48 4.72 0.23
100 (3.0m)* 4—5 553 1,320 146 52 332 92 172 144 47 — —
101 28 0—1 5.70 1,740 133 43 294 89 124 140 42 — —
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Table A-1 Continued

Sample Station Location Fe Mn Cu Pb Zn Ni Cr A% Li Org.C S
No. No. (cm) (%) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (%) (%)
102 (4.9m)* 4—5 5.70 1,760 137 43 302 83 125 140 43 5.18 0.29
103 29 0—1 5.69 1,510 128 41 266 83 106 136 40 — —
104 (5.9m)* 4—5 5.40 1,210 129 40 264 83 107 138 40 462 0.27
105 5—10 5.52 1,220 128 43 265 84 122 — 41 4.35 0.25
106 10—15 4.30 660 166 56 336 85 186 — 41 4.56 0.38
107 15—20 5.02 950 137 45 280 89 138 — 41 4.43 0.28
108 20—25 4.48 740 184 63 386 102 274 — 38 4.02 0.45
109 25—30 4.49 880 191 64 418 111 383 — 38 4.18 0.64
110 30—35 4.90 970 118 44 241 69 254 — 37 3.32 0.41
111 40—45 5.35 1,400 67 35 146 46 64 — 41 3.08 0.26
112 60—65 6.21 1,830 62 30 106 63 74 — 43 2.41 0.21
113 80—85 6.38 1,710 62 26 104 62 64 — 64 2.55 0.30
114 30 0—1 5.00 960 142 44 301 90 147 142 41 4.62  0.40
115 (6.6m)* 4—5 5.31 1,000 133 42 276 86 113 143 42 — —
116 31 0—1 4.69 890 168 50 350 92 188 153 40 4.60 0.32
117 (6.8m)* 4—5 5.82 1,390 145 38 305 93 94 152 51 — —
118 5—10 4.83 870 100 36 210 63 100 — 39 3.98 0.31
119 10—15 5.10 960 82 34 161 46 84 — 37 3.82 0.31
120 15—20 5.11 1,090 76 34 162 46 72 — 40 3.63 0.26
121 20—25 5.18 1,270 80 35 168 46 78 — 36 3.91 0.28
122 30—35 6.04 1,400 63 30 102 56 70 — 43 2.35 0.24
123 40—45 5.23 1,200 64 22 85 50 55 — 36 3.08 0.37
124 60—65 6.10 1,440 63 25 99 61 60 — 55 2.71 0.44
125 32 0—1 5.01 1,290 112 31 225 80 91 153 41 4.78 0.26
126 (6.3m)* 4—5 5.12 1,180 113 33 226 81 93 152 40 — —
127 33 0—1 5.27 1,000 93 28 187 74 78 176 37 4.00 0.22
128 (5.5m)* 4—5 5.40 1,010 98 29 192 75 78 180 38 — —
129 5—10 5.35 950 95 28 190 78 82 — 37 — —
130 10—15 5.35 810 84 26 165 75 81 — 32 — —
131 15—20 5.21 750 82 25 139 83 93 — 26 - —
132 20—25 5.31 810 84 26 142 88 98 — 26 - —
133 30—35 4.74 630 138 45 294 80 111 — 41 — —
134 35—40 4.48 660 149 45 300 86 147 — 41 — —
135 40—45 5.00 670 145 46 307 91 198 — 34 — —
136 60—65 5.39 1,150 64 20 100 41 47 — 19 — —
137 80—85 4.73 1,040 55 17 85 26 37 — 16 — —
138 34 0—1 5.30 970 114 31 217 76 71 166 42 5.03 0.23
139 (4.9m)* 4—5 5.23 980 113 28 217 75 71 167 41 — —
140 35 0—1 5.79 1,240 143 38 338 87 84 162 48 4.50 0.25
141 (3.1m)* 4—5 5.80 1,410 136 36 320 83 80 160 47 — —
142 5—10 5.84 1,39 143 39 328 89 89 - 49 — —
143 10—15 5.30 850 182 53 394 110 160 — 47 — —
144 15—20 5.19 840 125 40 260 65 106 — 47 — —
145 20—25 5.40 960 100 42 240 56 76 — 51 — —
146 30—35 5.71 1,080 82 38 218 48 58 — 50 — —
147 40—45 5.88 1,010 74 27 128 50 56 — 51 — —
148 60—65 5.53 1,050 71 25 129 57 61 — 52 — —
149 36 0—1 4.91 1,000 62 18 122 45 51 169 67 4.48 0.26
150 (2.6m)* 4—35 5.28 1,060 72 21 155 43 48 173 53 — —
151 37 0—1 5.93 1,630 132 44 301 83 126 143 47 — —
152 (4.3m)* 4—5 5.85 1,480 136 45 300 83 125 140 46 4.60 0.30
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Sample Station Location Fe Mn Cu Pb Zn Ni Cr A% Li Org.C S
No. No. (cm) (%) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (ppm) (%) (%)
153 38 0—1 5.22 1,490 121 38 255 76 113 130 42 — —
154 (5.7m)* 4—5 5.03 1,410 122 36 266 78 108 139 41 4.72 0.30
155 39 0—1 5.04 1,430 116 36 244 69 103 140 41 4.60 0.28
156 (6.5m)* 4—5 5.03 1,510 113 37 251 70 103 141 41 — —
157 5—10 5.35 1,250 88 37 194 59 80 — 43 — —
158 10—15 5.30 1,330 71 33 140 48 56 — 43 —
159 15—20 5.41 1,390 64 31 116 51 61 — 48 — —
160 20—25 6.12 1,650 70 30 110 57 67 — 44 —
161 30—35 6.13 1,500 66 27 108 56 67 — 48 —
162 40—45 6.30 1,560 64 26 108 57 59 — 58 e -
163 60—65 5.42 1,270 62 24 106 55 57 — 67 — —
164 80—85 4.59 1,160 54 20 98 40 45 - 63 — —
165 40 0—1 5.03 1,380 113 37 240 70 95 139 40 4.92 0.34
166 (6.6m)* 4—5 5.10 1,120 87 38 192 53 72 159 46 — —
167 41 0—1 5.02 1,180 118 35 240 75 102 140 40 5.14 0.26
168 (6.4m)* 4—5 5.00 1,110 116 35 236 75 98 144 40 — —
169 42 0—1 5.16 890 108 30 214 73 83 160 41 5.08 0.22
170 (4.9m)* 4—5 5.18 950 112 29 216 73 74 158 42 — —
171 43 0—1 5.18 970 84 23 175 54 61 182 31 5.40 0.25
172 (2.5m)* 4—5 5.19 940 75 23 138 66 83 187 28 — —
173 5—10 5.22 920 76 26 144 70 73 — 29 — —
174 10—15 5.40 920 73 24 140 65 68 — 26 — —
175 15—20 5.36 920 64 21 134 57 65 — 24 — —
176 20—25 5.35 930 64 20 136 57 66 — 24 — —
177 30—35 5.40 1,050 73 23 130 69 83 - 22 — —
178 40—45 5.06 940 75 26 155 52 52 — 28 — —
179 60—65 5.31 1,130 96 33 193 57 69 - 30 — —
180 44 0—1 5.20 790 90 26 210 55 52 166 33 3.45 0.19
181 (2.0m)* 45 5.39 790 108 29 234 60 58 163 37 — —
182 45 0—1 5.81 1,510 117 43 260 85 116 140 45 — —
183 (5.1m)* 4—5 5.79 1,340 117 43 262 87 120 142 46 4.62 0.26
184 46 0—5 6.25 1,420 100 40 226 76 90 148 46 4.36 0.26
185 (5.9m)* 4—5 6.11 1,450 95 36 212 72 85 143 46 — —
186 47 0—1 5.65 1,410 116 38 260 82 106 142 43 — —
187 (6.5m)* 4—5 5.64 1,350 115 39 260 79 106 136 42 — —
188 48 0—1 5.63 1,130 100 35 248 97 106 148 39 5.72 0.24
189 (5.3m)* 4—5 5.50 1,040 100 32 250 90 104 147 39 — —
190 5—10 5.22 970 100 31 250 89 100 — 38 — —
191 10—15 5.05 830 95 33 235 92 100 — 36 — —
192 15—20 5.50 910 104 35 230 109 124 — 38 — -
193 20—25 5.28 830 115 39 235 122 154 — 41 — —
194 30—35 5.53 1,210 98 40 212 100 138 — 41 — —
19 40—45 5.70 1,600 75 34 150 79 89 — 43 — —
196 49 0—1 6.48 1,040 89 27 226 100 105 200 26 2.80 0.24
197 (2.2m)* 4—5 6.15 990 96 28 226 109 106 198 27 — —
198 50 0—1 6.40 1,730 107 38 254 80 102 144 50 4.44 0.25
199 (3.7m)* 4—5 6.37 1,500 108 53 265 79 110 147 50 — —
200 51 0—1 6.37 1,830 101 35 248 72 92 153 47 4.40 0.24
201 (3.9m)* 4—5 6.39 1,530 102 37 254 77 100 148 48 — —

*: Water depth. —:

Not determined.
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