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MATSUURA, H. and UTo, K. (1986) Whole rock K-Ar age of minette lava from Kawamoto-chd,
Shimane Prefecture, western Japan. Bull. Geol. Surv. Japan, vol. 37(2), p. 77-79.

Abstract: Whole rock K-Ar age of minette lava from Kawamoto-cho, central Chugoku district is

dated as 2.094-0.09 Ma. The minette is composed of phlogopite phenocryst and sanidine-predomi-
nant groundmass, and is rich in K,O (6.3 wt%). The newly determined age of the minette is very
close to the age of the alkali olivine basalt from Mt. Mengame (1.840.2 Ma) about 20 km east
southeast of the site of the minette, which is one of the alkali volcanic rocks of Middle Miocene to

Quaternary age distributed in the Chugoku district, western Japan.
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