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Seismotectonic Research Section, Environmental Geology Department, Geological Survey of
Japan (1983) A new series of the Neotectonic Maps of Japan (1 : 500,000 scale). Bull.
Geol. Surv. Japan, vol. 34 (1), p. 27-37.

Abstract: A program on compilation of the new series of neotectonic maps on the scale of
1 : 500,000 was started in 1979. This map series is made up of 14 sheets which cover whole
Japanese islands excluding Nansei islands and Izu-Ogasawara islands, and is planned to be
expressed by an unified legend on geology and geologic structure. The Neogene and Quaterna-
ry geology and structural elements are classified in detail as compared with those of the pre-
Neogene “basement”which is represented in a very simplified fashion. Active structural elements
such as fault, fold, monoclinal flexure, and tilting in late Quaternary time are shown separately
from those formed in older ages. Quaternary faults in these maps are subdivided into 1) faults
associated with historical earthquakes—the earthquake faults, ii) those which have been active
during the late Quaternary, and iii) those which were active during the early Quaternary and
almost ceased their movement during late Quaternary. Faults of classes i) and ii) are assumed
as active faults which are capable of future movement accompanying, earthquakes, in most cases.
More detailed classification is applied for the active faults defined above, on the basis of certainty
of activity in late Quaternary, sense of movement and average slip rate.

These maps will be useful for scientists and engineers who study seismotectonics, earth-
quake prediction and earthquake engineering, as the basic data suggesting location and
magnitude of future earthquakes on land. However, map users should be aware that active faults
are the subject of very intensive research and that partial revision of the interpretation given
in these maps may be made within a few years. Therefore, these maps should be considered
rather provisional inventory of active faults in Japan.
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Major tectonic line in Pre-Neogene basement

SRR G % R

Anticlinal axis in late Quaternary strata

SRR U O A

Synclinal axis in late Quaternary strata
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Earthquake faults (thick line shows fault of slip-rate
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Monoclinal flexure in late Quaternary strata
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