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Abstract: River terraces along the Tenno River in the Niu Mountains are classified into
four groups: namely the first (190-150 m, above sea level), the second (150-130 m), the
third (130-100 m) and the fourth (about 90 m). The first terraces are characterized by the
rugged surface with reddish-brown weathering crust. The second and fourth terraces are
sporadic in distribution. The third terraces are most extensively distributed in this area. These
terraces were originally flood plains and fans of the Tenno River and its tributaries.

The first, third and fourth terrace deposits contain chert gravels derived from the
southern Niu Mountains not belonging to the present drainage basin of the Tenno River.
Presence of these chert gravels suggests that the uppermost part of the Tenno River was captured
by the Yoshinose River. In the same way, occurrence of chert gravels in the third terrace
deposits along the present Ota River show that the area was fluvial plain of the former Tenno

551.482(521.44)

River.

The assumed former river system during the period of the third terrace deposits is

shown in Figure 5.
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