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Contemporaneity of Tertiary granites in the Quter Zone

of Southwest Japan

Ken Sursata

Abstract

K-Ar ages were re-determined on the same rock samples of the Okueyama and Minami-

osumi granites in the Outer Zone of Southwest Japan that were previously dated as 22 m.y.,
and ages of 13.8 and 14.4 m.y. were obtained. Additional analyses on 3 samples of the Minami-
osumi granite gave ages of 13.4-14.1 m.y. Based of these results, it is concluded that all of the

Tertiary granites in the Outer Zone of Southwest Japan have K-Ar ages of 14 + 1 m.y. This
fact demonstrates the contemporaneity of the post-kinematic plutonism in the Shimanto

orogeny, and suggests a regional tectonic movement in the Outer Zone of Southwest Japan.
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