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Geology of the Ayugawa Group,
Shiga Prefecture, Central Kinki

Fumio YosHIpDA
Abstract

The early-middle Miocene Ayugawa Group, belonging to the First Setouchi Super-
group, distributed at the foot of the Suzuka mountain chain, Shiga Prefecture, is composed
mainly of sandstone, mudstone and congromerate and inter calated with thin acidic tuff layers
at many horizons. the group is divided into three formations, namely, the Tsuchiyama, the
Kurokawa and the Marutadani Formations in ascending order.

By the wedge-shaped elongation in a southeasterly direction of the Ozuchi mass, which is
mainly composed of the Paleozoic, the Ayugawa Group is structurally divided into the western
and the eastern district. In the former district the total thickness is about 350 m and the strata
are mostly dipping to the west or southwest gently. In the latter one, 750 m in maximum thick-
ness and mostly to the east.

All the Kurabone, the Kumano and the Kawanishi Congromerate discribed in IXEBE
(1934) are considered to be the same formations as the Karatogawa Congromerate, which is
the basal congromerate of the group, and Nipponomarcia nakamurai is mostly occured within the
Sendani Member, the upper one of the Tsuchiyama Formation.

Paleogeographycally, the distribution maps of maximum grain size of the Karatogawa
Congromerate and the paleocurrent deduced from the cross bedding of the Kurokawa Forma-
tion indicate that the clastic sediments were mostly transported from the west and the Ozuchi
mass in the western district, and from the north in the east. Therefore the transgression of the
First Setouchi Inland Sea is estimated to have invaded from south through the Takahatayama
area probably in the late Early Miocene.
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