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Kaersutite from Triassic Greenstone of the
Chichibu Belt, Central Japan
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Abstract

Kaersutite was found from Triassic greenstone (mafic volcanic rocks) interbedded
between thick chert layers of the Chichibu Belt in Nagano Prefecture, which is a member of the
Honshu (Chichibu) geosynclinal deposit. Age of the greenstone was determined by the occur-

rence of Triassic conodont in the chert.

Mineralogical data of the Triassic greenstone are comparatively scarce as compared with
those of Permo-Carboniferous and Creta-Jurassic ages in Japan. The presence of kaersutite
under consideration shows that the volcanism of alkaline basalt was active in the district in
Triassic age as well as in Permian in some places of the Outer Zone of Southwest Japan.

Chemical composition of kaersutite from the Tamba Belt, of which the age is not known

closely, is also shown for reference.
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