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Granodiorite from the Minami-koho Seamount on
the Kyushu-Palau Ridge, and Its K-Ar Age

Atsuyuki Mizuxo, Ken SHiBATA, Shigeru Ucriumi, Makoto Yuasa,
Yoshihisa OxupA, Masato Nomara and Yasumasa KINOSHITA

Abstract

K-Ar age of granodiorite dredged from the Minami-koho Seamount was dated
at 48.5+1.4m.y. It is suggested from a joint consideration with tonalite at the
Komahashi-daini Seamount having ages of 37.44-6.4 m.y. and 37.5+1.9 m.y. that
acidic plutonic rocks were intruded in the middle Eocene—the earliest Oligocene
successively in the Kyushu-Palau Ridge. However, there is a problem to be solved
hereafter as to the time of intrusion, because on the basis of some continuous seis-
mic profile data it is likely that the Minami-koho Seamount granodiorite was
intruded after the deposition of N formation of which the upper part comprises
the late middle Eocene Nummulites. Mineralogical and chemical characteristics of
the granodiorite are briefly discussed particularly in relation to those of Komahashi-

daini Seamount tonalite.
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