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Heavy Minerals in the Neogene Shimajiri Group, Okinawa Island

Yoshiaki SAT0O and Taisuke SUzUKI

Abstract

The writers studied heavy minerals in sandstones of the Shimajiri group
(Late Miocene—Pleistocene), Ryukyu group (Pleistocene), and Kayo formation
(Paleogene) as a part of the Fifth Natural Gas Survey in Okinawa. About 20
transparent heavy minerals were identified. Each formation has characteristic

heavy mineral assemblage, that is;
Kayo formation:
Tomigusuku formation:
Yonabaru formation:
Shinzato formation:

Zircon-tourmaline

Bluish-green and common hornblende-epidote
Common hornblende-augite
Hypersthene-augite-common hornblende

Ryukyu group: Epidote-bluish green and common hornblende
Source rocks of the detrital material of each formation were inferred.
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