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Isotopic Ages of Metamorphic Rocks and Pre-Cretaceous Granites

in Japanese Islands; A Summary in 1971
By
Tamotsu Nozawa

Abstract

In the past twenty vears, nearly one hundred and forty isotopic determinations were
carried out on regional metamorphic rocks in the Japanese Islands, and nearly thirty five
determinations on pre-Cretaceous granitic rocks as well. The results are given in the table.

On the histogram of K-Ar age and Rb-Sr mineral age of metamorphic rocks, the
distribution of ages is mostly restricted to a range from 10 to 450 million years and is
mainly concentrated to Mesozoic age. In pre-Mesozoic ages, it s scattered, perhaps as a result
of disturbance of isotopic abundance caused by repeated orogenic movements on this Islands.

The peak in each essential metamorphic belt is as follows in a rough estimation:
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Index to the essential metamorphic belts and isolated pre-Cretaceous granites in Japanese Islands
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