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Eruption and New Rocks of the Akita-Komaga-take Volcano in 1970

By

Tatsunori Sova
Abstract

The Akita-Komaga-take volcano (1637.4 m) in East Japan volcanic belt, is situated on
the border between Akita and Iwate Prefectures. It erupted abruptly on September 18th, 1970
and continued the eruption till the end of January, 1971. The crater opened near the summit of
a large central cone “Medake” in the middle of an oval caldera.

Eruptions bursted at intervals of 3 to 5 minutes and threw out essential fragmental materi-
als from the crater. They are usually irregular in shape and scoriaceous, but some of them
are breadcrust or spindle-shaped bombs. The lava flow, whose surface was mainly composed of
relatively smooth-surfaced polyhedral blocks with not a small amount of irregular-surfaced
aa clinkers, poured out from the new crater nearly simultaneously with the beginning of the
eruption and flowed down on' the western slope of the Medake central cone.

A geologic sketch map is shown in Figure 2, which is compiled essentially by means of
photogeologic interpretation, and volcanic history of the Komaga-take volcano is summarized
in Table 1.

The new lava and bomb are of augite-hypersthene andesite whose chemical analyses
are shown in Table 3, together with those of the older rocks given by Kawano and Aok (1960).

The new magma is considered to be of tholeiitic lineage.
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