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Report on the Geclogy of the Onnenai Coal Mine, Nakagawa
Coal Field, Northern Hokkaido

Hiroshi MATSUI & Masami YAMAYA

Abstract

Onnenai coal mine lies in latitude 44°37/N and longitude 142°16’ to the northeast

about 190 km of Sapporo city.

The Neogene in the area is composed mainly of the Bifuka formation, upper

Miocene in age, which forms a large synclinal structure with the trend of nearly N-S,

dipping 50-80° on both sides of the axis.

The Bifuka formation is divided into three, from the lower : the Onnenai mud-

stone member, the Nakagawa coal-bearing member and the Monponai sandstone member.

The Nakagawa coal-bearing member contains four workable lignite seams more

than 60 cm in thickness, having 4800~5500 calories. The monthly output of the Onnenai

mine was 500 tons in 1957.

In the 1950’s, this mine had been the only survived one in the Nakagawa coal

field in bad circumstances that coal demand reduces in coal market. This is due to the

comparatively good calorific values as lignite occurred in the upper Miocene strata and

short distance from the railway station.
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