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Late Diluvium Volcanic Ashes

and Terraces in the Shari Region, East Hokkaido
By
Hiroyuki Saton

Abstract

A remarkable plateau which is triangular in shape exists in the Shari region, east
Hokkaido facing to the Okhotsk Sea, and thick volcanic ashes cover the plateau. According
to the field survey, it has been clarified that the plateau consists of five planes, namely, Bihoro,
Yambetsu, Higashi-kayano, Toyozumi and Koshimizu-kokd from older one, and volcanic
ashes which overlie on the older surface are appreciably thicker, whereas those on the younger
plane are comparatively thinner, that is to say, each volcanic ash is deposited corresponding
to the topographic plane.

Judging from character of deposits and altitude of each plane, it is considered that
after the formation of marine Bihoro plane, river terraces were successively formed on either
side of that and a triangular shape of the plateau refers to a piracy between the Shari and
the Yambetsu rivers.

14C dating performed on a charcoal from the Kutcharo pumice flow deposit I which
covers only Bihoro plane shows 32,200t§':888 years B.P.. It is probable that Yambetsu
and Higashi-kayano pumices were ejected from Nishibetsu volcano, and Toyozumi pumices
and ashes were resulted in the activity of Nakajima volcano.

Furthermore, the buried deposits of Bihoro plane beneath the Alluvium in the sur-
rounding area have been recognized by means of investigation on volcanic ashes outcropping

themselves on the surface of the earth.
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