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Buried Chanmnel in the Naka Terrace and Fossil Diatoms

from the Channel-fillings

Toru SakamoTo, Yoshisuke ITo & Jun AkuTsu

Abstract

There are widely developed marine Pleistocene deposits covered by volcanic ash

layers in the Naka terrace at the northeastern part of the Kanto plain. The age of the marine

Pleistocene is the Shimosueyoshi age, perhaps the latest interglacial. Wide wave-cut platforms

and localized channels are recognized at the base of this Pleistocene deposits. Among these

channels, the buried channel of the ancient Kuji river has been ascertained by test borings

along one section. The channel-filling deposits consist of basal gravels (thickness 5m+) and

dark coloured muddy bed (thickness 20m), and are covered by sand and gravel bed formed on

the wave-cut platform.

It is inferred by diatom fossils from the muddy bed that the channel-fillings were formed

under the freshwater environment in the lower parts, and the marine environment in the upper

parts. Itis concluded that the channel-fillings of the ancient Kuji river deposited under the in-

fluence of the Shimosueyoshi transgression.
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