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Paleccurrents of the Miocene Kawabata Formation

in Hokkaido, Japan

By

Haruo Nacanama

Abstract

The Kawabata formation has been considered to represent the ‘“Molasse deposits”

of the Hidaka (Alpine) Orogeny. This formation consists mainly of a rhythmic alternation

of mudstone and sandstone, and contains conglomerates and tuffs. In sandstone beds are

found sole markings and parting lineation. The geologic structure is characterized by folding

of NNW-SSE direction.

The author measured the orientation of sedimentary structures in 40 beds at 11 locali-

ties, and determined the paleocurrents in 11 beds by flute casts, in 21 beds by groove casts,

in 3 beds by parting lineation, and in 5 beds by arrangement of carbonaceous flakes. The

results of measurements show that the current flowed mainly from SSE to NNW. The direc-

tion is parallel to the Paleogeographic and tectonic trend. Therefore, the currents in question

are so-called ‘“‘axial current.”
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