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On the Refractory Clay and Silica Sand in Muro-mura, Uda-gun and
Tsuge-mura, Yamabe-gun, Nara Prefecture

. By
Yuji TSUKAWAKI & Manabu MIYAMURA

Abstract

The Yamabe group of this area, which is composed of gravel, clay and sand, with
general strike of N 70~80° W and dip of 10~20° S, is unconformably laid on biotite granite,
and is covered by dacite.

There are the following ore resources of 3 types in this region,

(1) clay and silica sand deposits in the Yamabe group
(2) aplite and pegmatite deposits in biotite granite
(3) silica sand deposits in weathered dacite

Clay of the Yamabe group, shown in fig. 3, has poor viscosity, and its refractoriness is
SK 31*. But refractory clay such as so-called “Kibushi’-clay may lie in the lower horizon
than the lowest one in fig. 3.

Silica sand larger than 100 mesh in grain constitutes about 33 % of clay bearing silica
sand of Yamabe group, and its grade is higher than 90 % of SiQO,.

Workable aplite and pegmatite are not found in biotite granite in this region.

Silica sand in the weathered dacite was worked previously and was used as polishing

material.
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