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Report on the Geological Survey in Magaribuchi; the Northwestern
Part of Tempoku Coal Field, Hokkaido

B v

Takafumi NEMOTO & Masami YAMAYA .

Abstract

The area surveyed lies in the city of Walkkanai, extremely north in Hokkaido, occupying
the northwestern part of the Tempoku Coal Field. The Neogene Tertiary overlies the
Cretaceous sediments unconformably, which is divided into five formations, from the lower
upwards:  Magaribuchi, Soya, Onishibetsu, Masuporo and Koitoi. They are subdivided into
two groups because of the unconformity between Soya and Onishibetsu formation.

The Neogene Tertiary shows monoclinic structure with the trend of N-S, dipping steeply
in the northern hall part. In the southern half, an anticline and a syneline are observed, also
with the trend of N-S, dipping 30-60° an another anticline is seen paralleling to the above
structure in the southwestern corner of the area.

The Soya coal-bearing formation contains about ten coal seams, five or six coal seams
m:é workable, each is 1-2 m in thickness, moisture content 10~18%, ash content 5-18%, and
4,300-5,600 calories in calorific value.

The coal seams are generally persistent, but are thinning to the north paralleling to the
thinning of the Soya coal bearing formation. The upper hall of coal seams are gradually
eroded out to the south due to the erosion of pre-Onishibetsu sedimentation.

) Several coal mines have been worked, and Soya coal mine, the largest in them, produced
about 65,000 tons in 1959. '
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