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Report on the Geological Survey of Toikambetsu and Horonobe,
the Southern Part of Tempoku Coal Field, Hokkaido

By

Hiroshi MATSUI & Masami YAMAYA

Abstract

1. Toikambetsu area

The area lies in the northwest part of Toikambetsu, Horonobe-machi, Teshio-gun,
Hokkaido. The area is composed geologically of Neogene Tertiary, which is divided into six
formations, from the lower upwards : Sova, Masuporo, Wakkanai, Koitoi, Yuchi and Sarobetsu,
all of which are marine deposits, exclusive of the lowest non-marine Soya coal-bearing forma-
tion. "It is noteworthy that the Onishibetsu marine formation in the middle and northern
part of this field is lacking in this area.

The Soya coal-bearing formation together with the Masuporo and Wakkanal formations
forms an anticlinal structure, with the trend of NNW-SSE, dipping 50-80°. A rveverse fault
and several other normal faults also have the NNW-SSE direction. Two cross-faults are
also presumed.

The Soya coal-bearing formation contains five workable coal seams; each i1z 1~06 m
in thickness, of lignite rank, non-coking, and 4,500~5,400 calories. The coal seams in this
area are inferior fo thickness and number compared with those of the middle and northern
part of this feld. Small coal mines have been worked only in prosperous days, of which
n}onthly output in total were 1000 tons or so at that time.

2. Horonohe area

This area is apart from Toikambetsu about 15km to the northeast. The Neogene Tertiary
here is, from the lower; Soya, Onishibetsu, Masuporo and other above formations. The
Soya, Onishibetsu and Masuporo formations form a large synelinal structure, with the trend
of NW-SE, dipping 30~80°. Other féldings and faults are mostly paralleled to the NW-
SE direction. A diagonal fault and a fault with E-S direction are also seen.

The Soya coal-bearing formation has six workable coal seams; each is 1~2.5m in
thickness, of lignitic rank, non-coking and 4,100~5,700 calories. The No. 5 coal seam
has been worked during about thirty vears. Monthly output of the Horonobe coal mine

reached to 4,000 tons in 1957,
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