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Report on the Geology of the Uppermost Part of the Shoro
" River, Northwestern Part of the Kushiro Coal Field

by

Taisuke Suzuki

Abstract

The area surveyed is situated in the northwestern part of the Kushiro coal field,
eastern Hokkaido.

The rocks covering the area are constituted of upper Cretaceous, Paleogene and
Quaternary systems.

Both the Cretaceous and the Paleogene rocks are of sedimentary facies, while the
voleanic ejecta and Recent alluvial deposits occur in the Quaternary system.

"The Cretaceous in the area is unconformably overlain by the Palecogene rocks and is
correlated to the upper of the Hetonaian Kawaruppe formation belonging to the Nemuro group.

The Cretaceous consists chiefly of massive siltstone, intercalating sandstone and
conglomerate and is more than 500 m in thickness.

The Paleogene is divided into two groups, the lower (Urahoro) and the upper

(Ombetsu) ones.

The Urahoro group of Oligocene age is a lacustrine deposit and thickness of the group
is considerably thinner than those of the other parts of the Kushiro coal field, because of
marginal facies of the sedimentary basin.

The group is divided into two formations, namely the Rushin and the Yubetsu
formations.

The Rushin formation, which is 200~300 m thick, is composed mainly of conglomerate,
interbedded with sandstone, silistone, purplish colored shale and some coal seams.

The Yubetsu formation is characterized by sandstone intercalating sjltstone and coal
seam.

Only one workable coal seam in the area surveyed is found in the Yubetsu formation.
It is 1.45 m thick and 7, 350 calories in calorific value.

In the area the formation is not well developed and its thickness varies only from zero
to 20 m, o

The Ombetsu group which is mnsidered to be pure marine facies rests upon thf; Urahoro
group with slight unconformity and the age of the group is said to be late Oligocene.

According to its lithologic feature, the group is divided into two formations, Omagari
and Charo.

The Omagari formation consists chiefly of sandy siltstone, but coarse-grained sediments
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(sandstone, conglomerate and so on) are seen in the upper and lower horizons of the formation
Its thickness varies from 50 to 130 m.
The

18 about 600 m in thickness

. .
he Charo formation is composed dominantly of siltstone except in its lower part, and

I'he most part of the Charo formation occupies the southern half of the surveyed area
trending from 8W to NE along synclinal axis

Though there are many faults
complicated.

geologic structure of the area

is, as a whole, not
The older ejecta of Akan voleano composed of andesitic lava and welded tuff occupy
a limited region in the northern corner of the area
ol

The ejecta cover the Tertiary unconformably and may be of Pleistocene ag
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