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On the Kishima Group in the Sasebo Ceal Field and the Geology Observed
from the Boring at the Shimokotaka-jima, the Tsukumojima Isles,

Nagasaki Prefecture

by
Eiji Inoué

Abstract
The Kishima group of Oligocene age in the Sasebo coal field is restrictedly exposed in a
narrow area extending along the Sasagawa fault. In the Karatsu coal field adjacent to the Sasebo
coal field, workable coal seams of Yoshinotani coal-bearing formation lie beneath the Kishima
group. The boring at the Slﬁlllokotaka-jirﬁa, which is an islet in the Tsukumojima isles, was en-

forced to know whether the same coal-bearing formation as in the Karatsu coal field exists in the
area or not.

The bore-hole which was opened from the Shimokotaka-jima alternation——a middle part of
the group——penetrated the lower part of the group and arrived in the coal-bearing formation at
the depth of 869.41 m under the surface.

The examination of cores of the bore-hole and the study of the group on the surface sug-
gest that coal seams lie at the depth of 1,000 m over in the subsurface of the area, and are not
well developed, and in the lithofacies and the thickness the Kishima group of the area is closely
more similar to that of the Karatsu coal field than the Nishisonogi group of the Sakito-Matsushima

coal field, and both of the Karatsu and the Sasebo coal fields occupied a central part of the same
basin during the deposition of the Kishima group.
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