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Dblomite Deposits; in. Mt. Funafuse, Gifu Prefecture

by

. Shigema Kawada

Abstract

Mt. Funafuse is located about 30 km north of Gifu city from which- there is é bus
service to Kanzaki. The dolomite deposits occur together with limestone in all places,
and the group of these strata is named the Funafuse-yama limestone gfoup, which is
distributed over a long distance from east to west. This report describes the result of the
writer’s field survey in the eastern part.in the neighbourhood of Kanzaki, ‘Konjima and"}
Iwodo. . o ‘
Judging from the fossils of Fusulinids, the Funafuse-yama limestone group- probably

ranges from middle to upper of the lower Permian system. The main genera are
Pseudo fusulina, Pseudodoliolina, Parafusulina, .Neoschwagerina etc., ' constituiing the three
fossil zones at least. ‘ ‘

k The group is divided into several blocks by’ the faults running along the .strike or across
the dip, constituting a complicated geologiéal structure. The strike and dip of the .group
can hardly be measured in many places, but the general trend of strike is N. to S. and

: the strata dip either to the east or to the west. )
The grade of ore is MgO over 17 %, SiO; below 2 %, and the ore from the group
is higher in SiO; content than that from Kuzuu, Tochigi prefecture.
As for the mineral itself, the writer tested the existence of clay nﬁnerals in the insoluble
‘ residue by means of X-ray ciiffraction and differential thermal analysis.. The test disclosed
that it is composed of combined quartz, illite, chlorite etc. From this study conducted up .
to now, the writer’s opinion is that the characteristics of the insoluble residue are‘ more
similar to those of‘ the insoluble residue of Mesozoic limestone than those of Chichibu
Paleozoic limestone occurring without dolomite in the Xanto m(j)untain districts. Also ‘he
has an opinion that this difference in composition characterizes the sedimental environment
in which the limestone and dolomite were ~deposited, rathér ~than di‘fférence in age of
deposition as was considered . in the initial stage of this study. Another point that strikes
- the writer is that the dolomite dei)osit is closely related with black limestone in most
places. Such a high content of organic matters in limestone seems to have some bearing

on the dolomitization of limestone.’
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