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Geological Reséarches of Several Dam Sites along the Tributaries
of the River Go, Shimane and Hiroshima Prefectures

by
Nobuhiko Obara

Abstract

The reserved water power of the river Go is estimated at some 400,000kW, only one
tenth of which is carried into practical use.  The remainder was not exploited due to a lower
elevation of the catchment area of the river and a minor precipitation thereabout, but an urgent
demand for electric power has increased recently.

Previous to the author’s visit, investigation was being made with reference to geology
of the dam sites along the main stream of the river, therefore the author limited to survey
the sites along the tributaries. These sites consist mainly of acidic rocks, such as granite,
quartz porphyry and rhyolite. The criterion of dam site construction depends upon the weather-
ing depth of ‘the rocks of which the dam sites consist. Consequently, to ascertain the
weathering depth, the author tried to excavate a few trenches upon both sides of the sites along

the center line.
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