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Gypsum and Manganese Deposits of the Miyazaki Mine, Miyagi Prefecture

By

Toshio Ansai

Abstract

The Miyazaki mine is situated in the western highland of Miyagi Prefecture. Lipa-
ritic tuff and pumice-bearing liparitic tuff of upper Miocene age, liparite, andesite ‘and da-

cite are predominant in this area.

Gypsum deposits are massive or lenticular replacement deposits in tuff associated
with abundant clay in and around them. Ores are alabaster and fibrous gypsum with

small amounts of sphalerite and galena.

Manganese deposits are flat stratiform deposits in tuff bed.

Grains of manganese

dioxide, 10 cm or less in diameter, are scattered in white or pink colored soapstone.
Two gypsum deposits and three manganese deposits are now being mined; they
produce 300 tons of gypsum for cement industry use, and 40 tons of manganese are shipped

monthly for steel industry.
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