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On the Mércury Deposits in the Yuki Mine, Tokushima Pi‘ef ecture
By ‘
Shoichiré Hayashi _
Abstract

The Yuki Mine is situated at the eastern part of Tokushima Prefecture, about 18 km
south of Tokushima City, on the right side of Naka River near Kamodani village, -

The rocks are composed mainly of slate, sandstone, quartzite, limestdne, and schal-
stein, which are correlated with the Samp6zan formation of Permo-Triassic age. General
strike is N70~90°E, dipping monochnally 70~90° to the north, but strike and dip faults
may be found. :

The mercury ore deposits occur in the limestone and schalstein along fissures as a
network or impregnated type. Rich ore veins have been recognized along the large dip
faults (strike N10~30°W, dip 10~30°N or S).

‘There are developed several ore bodies 5~30cm in width and 20~30m in strike-
and dip length. Main ore is dark reddish cinnabar and a little. native mercury, which - ‘
are sometimes associated with manganese ore and a little pyrite and marcasite ; crude ore
may contain Hg 0.3~0.5%. .

The Yuki deposit was said to have been discovered in the early year of the 19 th
century. At that time, they had used for the ‘‘Shu’’ (red paint), however, since 1892 Dr.
K. Tamba had operated systematically, and it was recorded on the textbook as the only
mercury-producing mine in Japan around, 1900. From this mine, it is believed, several
tons of mercury have been produced. ‘ :
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