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Résumé

Report on the Geological Survey of the Northern Area of Hiragishi,
Sorachi District, Ishikari Coal Field

by
Teruo Kojima

The survey has been conducted in summer of 1952, The area surveyed is about
7 square kilometers in northwest of the Ashibetsu-machi, Sorachi-gun, Hokkaido.

The area is composed mainly of the upper half of the Ishikari group and the
Poronai formation, and the Takikawa formation, the former two being Paleogene in age,
while the latter Neogene. The Ishikari group and the Poronai formation are successi-
vely superposed in ascending order itrending about N-S., In addition, the Takikawa for-
mation covers hofizontally those formations in the northern border of the area. The
total thickness of the Ishikari group in the area is 1,150 meters, and the observable thick-
ness of the Poronai formation, upper part of which is cut off by a fault, only 130 meters.
The stratigraphical relation between the Ishikari group and the Poromnai formation in the
Ishikari coal field is recognized to be unconformable, but that between the Ashibetsu and

the Poronai formations in the area was not observed.

The principal coal measures are contained in the Ashibetsu and the Hiragishi forma-
tions, ten workable coal seams being in the former while several in the latter. They are
variable in thickness. The workable thickness of each seam is about 1 meter on the
average. The seam is finely alternated with bright coal and dull coal. It is rich generally
in ash content and belongs to the sub-bituminous coal (D class in J.I1.8.).

The theoretical reserve of the workable coal to the level 600 meters under the
drainage are about 15,000,000 tons, of whicn 7,400,000 tons are proved.

There are now four working mines in this area, However, each mine is small in
scale, and is mostly worked above the drainage level. The daily output in the whole area

is 20 tons or so.

The writer would like to suggest the more mechanization of the mine equipments
and also to grasp exact occurrence of the coal seams on detailed geological map,
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