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Mineral Resources at Hata-gun, Kochi Prefecture
by

Shoichirs Hayashi

In the winter of 1952-53, the writer has studied the copper ore deposits in the so~called
Mesozoic formation. The object is to research the nature of ore deposit and its genetical
sequences in assisting its exploitation and development, and also Hata iron sand work, now
olny a working nﬁne in Hata-gun. ) ‘ 7 .

The copper ore deposits occur in the slate of Jurassic or Cretaceous age as a small
lenticular form parallel to the structure of formations, which are supposed genetically to be
in close relation with the intrusion of diabase or quar{z porphyry. )

The ore bodies in 15-20 9% of copper are 1-6m in diameter, and are arranged intermi-
ttently in a certain horizon, so that it requests long years for develbpment of these mines.

Hata mine is situated about 6 km southeast of Nakamura-machi, at river mouth of the
Shimanto. The titanium-bearing iron sand, 2-10cm thick occurs in several layers below
the surface in 2-3m, total net thickness amounting 50 cm with 20-30 % ot pure iron sand.

The grade of concentrate obtained by the gravitational dressing method, is 50 % in Fe,
1794 in TiO., and 2-39% in Cry0;, titanium and chronium being mainly contained in weak
magnetic portion in 40 9. '

This mine has been developed from 1917 for pig iron, and they produced, from 1952,
about 200m.t in concentrate per month for electric pig iron, total amounts being 1,500 m.tl.

The reserves are estimated in ten thousand m. t..
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