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Résumé
On the Omi Limestone Deposit, Niigata Prefecture

by
Koji Koseki & Hideo Inoue

The deposit occurs as a huge limestone bed in the Paleozoic sediments, and lies
about 2km south-west of Omi Station of 0.5-2 km south-east of Oyashirazu Station on the
Hokuriku-Line.

The limestone bed is so extenswely developed, 500-1,700 m wide and more than
3,500 m long, thrusting up on the same Paleozoic formation composed of schalstein, diabase,
sandstone, slate and so on, which is intruded by granitic rock, hornblendite and serpen-
tine. It was paleontologically proved to be of Permo-Carboniferous age in former time.
Structure is geologically inferred from the observations done in two cross-cuts and the
relation between the distribution of the beds and also their topographical feature. Those
Paleozoic members are partially covered by flows of liparitic rocks and debris of limestone
and others,

The ore is grey or dark greyish in color, and always stained by yellowish brown
clay: The results of chemical analyses of refined ores are as follows:

Si0y  tr. 1.5% RO; 0.2 1.0%
CaCO; 95 99% MgCO: 0.2 1.0%
P tr.  0.022 SO; 0.01 0.1%

Workable ore reserves above the 100m level are possibly estxmated about 460 mil-
lion tons. . The deposit has been quarried at several places as the materials of burning lime,
calcium carbide and calcium cyanamide..

This limestone deposit is one of the most important resources in Japan as a sup-
plier of materials for all chemical and ceramic uses: :
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