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The Gold-Silver Deposits of the Konomai Mine, Hokkaido

by

Kiyoshi Takashima

The Konomai district, Monbetsu-gun, Hokkaido, has been known as one of the
metallogenic provinces which are characterized by gold and silver deposits. V

The ore deposits occur in liparitic and andesitic rocks intruded in the Tertlary
formation (Konomai beds), such as tuff, shale and alternations of them.

They consist of about 50 veins which have filled fissures and faults in the rocks.

The workings, at present, are in the Kuchannai No. 5 vein (strike N65°E,

length

about 1,800m) and the Sumiyoshi vein (strike N65°E, length about 650m).

Both veins are of the epithermal fissure-filling quartz veins, and contain free gold
and silver, argentite and the other silver bearing sulphide minerals, with pyrite, marcaéite,
calcopyrite, tetrahedrite, zincblende, galena etc., and gangue minerals are quartz, adularia,

calcite, barite etc.

The vein quartz consists of a milky gray, glassy and sacckaloida ones (so—ca11ed

“Bosa’’) of latest age.

The gold-bearing quartz are chiefly milky gray in color and some are glassy.
The country rocks are generally affected by hydrothermal alteration of silicification,
chloritization, pyritization, adulariazation, argirization and carbonitization.

The majority of silicification are,
ritization, pyritization in andesitic rocks.
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