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Report on the Rangoshi Clay Mine, Hokkaido

Makoto Muraoka & Mitsuo Tanemura

Rangoshi clay mine is located about 6.5km NNW of Kombu Station, Hakodate line, -

and has facilities on communication.

The clay has been derived from two-pyroxene andesite and tuff by the hydrothermal
solution, and is, near the surface, stained with yellowish or reddish brown by meteoric
water. Under these stained clay beds, there occur pale yellow or white clay beds underly--

ing bluish clay, rich in pyrite grains.

These clays are chiefly composed of kaolinite, hydrated- halloyszte and minor amounts
of cristobalite, pyrite and rutile. Kaolinite shows hexagonal platy crystal form, 0.2-0.5 «
in diameter and its refractive indices are r=1.566, a=1.561. ) : ’

This clay is not suitable for white china clay, because of high contents of ferric

oxide in so much as 0.47-3.12%.

It is also not good for materials of art paper coating because it contains rather large
amounts of hydrated-halloysite, but it may usable for raw materials of fire bricks if prored

by careful experiments.

Reserve of clay (SK 32~35) is estimated to about 47,000 t.
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