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Résumé

On the Peculiar * Vermiculite”’ Deposits found in Central Shikoku, Kaochi Préfecture
v by .
Shoichiro Hayashi

The Yoshino mine is situated at northern part of Kochi Prefecture, about 10 km
northwest of Osugi railway station on the Dosan Line,

The racks are mainly composed of various schists and serpentine rocks which are -
intruded into the former. Thé vermiculite deposits occur in the serpentine mass as vein
or pocket and show typical zonal arrangement with fresh serpentine, talc, actinolite and
vermiculite from outer to inner, respectively. The dimention of ore bodies is 1-30 cm in
width and 5-10 m in length aleng strike.

If this vermiculite is heated on higher temperature it expands about ten times. It
appears like transparent micas with bluish green colour, being quite different from the de-
composed biotite of granitic rocks.

This deposit was discovered in 1942 as by-product in talc-mine, and shlpped 50m. t.
for heat insulator in the war time while about 70m.t. for fire proof materials after the

war,
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