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Geology of the Wakayanagi Area, Isay’va-gun, Iwate Prefecture

by
‘ Nobu Kitamura

The,‘detaile'd geological survey has been requested for examination of the possibility
of oil in Iwate Prefecture, along the upper course of Isawa river in Wakayanagi-mura,
Isawa-gun. - :
This area is situated at the eastern foots of the Ou backbone range formed the
boundary of Iwate and Akita Prefectures. '

The rocks and formations distributed in this area are as follows, in descending order :

Terrace deposits sand and gravels -

Volcanic detritus ‘ ash and volcanic sand with bombs

“Neo-volcanics .. various kinds of andesite

Mizuyama formation - tuffaceous ksandstone, sandstone, tuff and tuffaceous shale

Saruiwa dacite member dacite lava flow and its tuff

Orose formation tuffaceous sandstone, black mudstone, and grey sandy

- shale

Naekawa formation banded tuffaceous hard shale, black mudstone and tuf-

and faceous sandstone

Kosamuzawa tuff member light grey, massive, fine tuff

Isawa-gawa formation green tuff breccia, lithoidal tuff, propyritic tuff and
. Dropyrite
Pre-Tertiary - granitic rocks, schalstein and slate

Massive black mudstone in Orose and Maekawa formations somewhat smells of oil,
but it is reéognized, by organic solvents, a slight-content of oil.
This area is highly disturbed, accompanying with'many foldings and faultings trending
' NNE. to SSW. Foldings, indeed anticlines, are always follz;wed by many minor faults. v
Consequéntly, the writer can hardly expect the possibility of oil reservation in this

area.
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