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Résumé

On the Manganese Ore Deposit
in the Inakuraishi Mine,
Furubira-gun, Hokkaido

by
Noboru Asahi & Akira Matsumura

The manganese ore deposit in the Ina-
kuraishi mine was discovered as gold-silver
deposits in 1885. At the present the mine

+.is one of the most important manganese

mine in Japan, the production of the crude
ore being about 26,000 metric tons lats year.

There are numerous veins in this area.
The writer engaged in his field work on the
deposit of the main vein-group at the lower
levels in the mine.

This area is composed of propyntxc py-
roxene andesite considered to be of Miocene
age. Silicification and carbonatization took
place on the wall rocks adjacent to the veins.

The veins develop along the fault fissures
(NE-SW) in the propyrite, dippihg to N
steeply. The vein system is constituted of

a main vein accompanying many branches -

and echelon one. They can be traced for

about 1km, often interupted by clay veins
" instead of rhodochrosite. The main vein, an
average width about 2m, length about 500
m, is extending 260 m deep from the surface.
. There are faults nearly along the veins with
small horizontal displacements. Banded stru-
cture is conspicuous in the veins. The ore
minerals are madinly rhodochrosite accompa-
nied by quartz and calcite. In places the
ores contain alabandite, pyrite, zincblende,
galena, chalcopyrite, argentite with a little
pyrargyrite. The ores contain about 25 to
302 Mn on an average.
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