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Pyrophyllite and Diaspore
‘Deposits in Gotd
Islands, Kyushua

by

Shiichi Iwao, Tadao Hamchi, Masaharu
Yamada & Hideo Inoue

Gotd Islands, Nagasaki Prefecture, is the
largest locality in production of diaspore in
Japan, about 150 metric tons of monthly
output of diaspore and 1,300 metric tons of
the other pyrophyllitic ore, yielded from
about twenty five groups of ore deposits.

These ore deposits have been exploited
in several mines, among which Gotd mine is
the largest, and Tao mine the next.

The commodities comprises pure dias-

- pore, diaspore-rich pyrophyllite, diaspore-
corundum-rich pyrophyllite and pyrophyilite
ores, and those are used for high aluminous
refractories, common aluminous refractories
and coating or filler raw matena]s respecti-
vely. ‘

The ore deposits are of hvdrothermal
origin and occur as massive, vein-form, len-
ticular in form, or as bedded bodies replacing
some beds of the Eocene? formations and
the granite porphyry which invaded into the
sediments.

The ore shoots seems to be restricted
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along the general trend of NE-SW direction,
and on the domal roofs of the sediments,
sometimes filling small fractures in host
rocks.

They are usually mantled by the ﬂnck '
shells of altered rocks in successive zones,
from inner to outer enumereted as foll‘Ows:
Diaspore — diaspore-rich pyrophyllite— pyro-
phyllite ore — poor pyrophyllite.

Tne prospecting of the new ore deposits
around the developed area may proceed wi-
thout difficulty as the geological features,
known by this work, manifest the positions
of deposits in the area.

The ore reserves are. estlmated as fol-

~ lows:
(metric tong) aIr)lln.iOSppreo(i)teia‘t])?e available

coating and filler use

SK 30 315,500 215,000 + a

SK 32 . 40,000 30,000. ,,

SK 34 8,000 5,000 ,,
crucible use 7,300 3,500 ,,
diaspore-rich ore 11,000 7,000 ,,
diaspore ore 35,300 19,600 ,,
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Résumé
Miéfoscopic Observation of the
Rﬁseki‘ in the Goto Mine,
Nagasaki Prefecture

©

*OGRR W

BB

Tadao Hamachi
The mineral association in undermen-
tioned ores in the Goto Mine is as follows:

(1) Daias — diaspore + (pyrophy111te)+
(corundum)
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