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Résumé

“ Amakusa” China-stone Deposits,
Kumamoto Prefecture '

by
Mitsuyoshi Uenoi

The ‘‘ Amakusa” China-stone deposits
having an extensive development along the
western coastal area of the Amakusa Island,
Japan, are the most famous and important
suppliers of raw material for chinaware use
in Japan.

They are kinds of altered liparite dikes
bleached by an action of some shallow sea-
ted hydrothermal solution, and occur as dike’
swarm cutting Tertiary and Pre-Tertiary
formations. - ,

The ore is principally composed of qu-
artz, sericite, kaolinite and feldspars in the

_enumerated order, with the subordinate con-
stituents such as siderite, limonite, and py-
rite. High grade ore is characterized by
high content of sericite, practical absence of
iron bearing minerals, as well as by some-
what silky luster. The ore is mined by both
underground and open method, and classified
by hand picking into three by order of gra-
des. ' ‘ '

Chemical composition of typical ore is
given as follows:

SiQ,  75.90 K0 3.03
TiO, 0.04 - Na,0 039

* BB EREHET

e ABEREELD L
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dt T TM’ "t = OP _ '
Thbhb A=TM/CM CRDH5D = NCE b fliF
1=(at/2) tan(at/2) TChb Z LRI DTLENLTD -
ZOBEL B IIRELEOTRTEa kR B = a8
TE%o NEE, &7#H—)

HEEPBERES

= &®
. Fe;0, 0.09 SO, 0.03
FeO 0.28 - H,0 (+) 042
MgO 0.07 “Total =~ 99.71

. SK25
(Analyst : K. Maeda and T. Yamada 1948)
Although the ore reserves totaled in the
area is very large, reading up to about
20,000,000 metrictons, the yield of recovery

- being low»; because, higher grade ore has

been mostly exploited in recent several de-
cordes by many open pits.

Inprovements of underground mining
method now undertaken in the area, pro-
specting of the unexploited area, and utili-
zation of the Jow grade pyritic ore are the
most urgent technical problems to be dissol-
‘ved. : )
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