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Report on Lignitefield Research in
Monji District, Kurihara County,"
Miyagi Prefecture.

by
S. Maruyam’a, K. Mori & H. Takahashi

The area in which the writers have had
--a chance of research is a hilly land of the
northwestern part of Miyagi Prefecture,
‘oceupying dimensions of 4 km (east — west)
by 6km (north — south). - This research is
" ‘based on a topographical map on the scale
.of 1/10.000. o
’ The strata of the field are of Miocene
-period.  The writers divide them into seven
following beds in ascending order: Kuzu-
mine bed, Tsubana bed, Hosogoshi bed, Mi-
nehata bed, Toisawa bed, Kibachigawa bed
and Ominemori bed. Coal bearing beds are
found in Hosogoshi bed and Minehata hed :
lignite in the latter bed is workable. General
striks of the formation are N 5°-30°E, dip-
-ping gently towards southeast and so the
area shows a monoclinic structure. The
.coal bearing beds expose themselves only at
the western slope of the hilly land, while
they are not perceived at the eastern slope,
because they lie hidden under the earth
surface.

There is one workable coal seam, which
‘becomes thicker northwards (1.2-1.4m) and
‘thinner southwards (0.6 m). Both upper and
lower rocks of the coal seam are composed
of massive, pumiceous tuff at every colliery
and so-the lignité layer is easy to mine, re-

quring a little timber for mining. ’
_ Lignite here has woody nature  and
 yields 4,740-5,390 calories. Coal reserves are
-estimated at 500,000t (proved), and 620,000t
(probable) and 850,000t (possible).
There are three working collieries, 1. e.
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Yubasawa, Toisawa & Iwakura, the produc-
ed lignite of which is mostly supplied -to
‘Hosokura Lead & Zine Mine (Taihei Min.
Co.) near by.

The writers are of opmlon that future
promice of exploitation is pointed to the zone
between a line from Kibachizawa Colliery
to Iwakura Colliery and the upper streams
of the Kibachizawa river. In order to pros- -
pect this zone, it is necessary to drill at the
upper stream of the Kibachizawa or to ad-
vance a prospecting adit towards ENE from
the present mining spot, so as to ascertain
the existence of a lignite seam. But it seems
to be difficult to enlarge the business scope
of a colliery more than the present situation
in spite of good quality of lignite, because

. the distribution area of the lignite is consi-

derably small and transportation corvenience -
is small. ’
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