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In Japan, the so-called “Akashiro” silica-
stone—an ore which is very particular in
appearance, composed of red or green cherty
breccia filled up by white vein quartz, very
hard and beautiful—has been employed in
ceramic industries.

Very many localities of the deposit are
known in Japan, among which Tanba dis-
trict herein reported is the most famous and



productive.

About 260 lenticular or massive small
deposits - are scattered through the area,
among which about 170 are active, with 38
worked by underground operations and
about 140,000 metr1c tons of annual pro-
duction.

Total sum of the ore reserve in this district
is calculated as about 460,000 metric tons
or more, while the total sum of the exploited
ore in the past 40 years is estimated at
about 850,000 metric tons.

Some - different opinions about the ore
genesis are possible, but the present writers
“come to the belief that the deposit is a
kind of shatter or crackle breccia filling
deposit formed in the Palaeozoic chert, com-

prising some processes such as silicification, |

matitization, and so on.
Geologic structural relation to the deposits

as well as to the character of the ore is.

very important and discussed in detail.
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